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ONE MAN'S OPINIONS
BY N.D. COCHRAN.

Another Man's Opinion. I have re-
ceived numerous communications on
the religious war. Some of them
show such bitterness that I don't
think their publication would help
any toward clearing up the situation.
So far as my own purpose is con-
cerned, I have no desire either to at-

tack or defend any creed. My inter-
est is in humanity as a whole, and
particularly the working part of hu-
manity.

I have labeled my views as One
Man's Opinions because that is all
any editorial is, and what I have to
say is merely my opinion. In the
judgment of fair-mind- men it will
have to stand or fall by how it ap-
peals to them. It has no more credi-
bility because it is my opinion than
it would have if it were another man's
opinion.

Another man's opinion vis given
here for what it is worth. I give it
publicity because it is temperate and
publicity because it gives a line on the
point of view of hundreds of- - thou-
sands of our brothers and sisters who
have banded together in the Guar-
dians of Liberty, wb,ose newspaper
organ is The Menace:

"Dear Mr. Cochran: I have been
reading The Day Book almost from
its inception and have just read your
article 'One Man's Opinion' on the
anti-Catho- question:

"I think other men's opinions may
help you to change your own, and
am going to say for myself, I do not
think you have touched upon the real
issue a all. There is much more
than the mere effect of religious an-
tagonisms and contentions upon the
cause of labor involved in this ques-
tion. The working people cannot
have economic freedom when their
civil, religious and natural rights are
being usurped or denied them by a
combination of religio-capitalist- ic

iorces that are iu control of the po-
litical machinery of our government
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and are using its evry function to ,

enslave the people to establish an em-

pire of Wealth and Religion that
shall be world-wid- e in power and In-

fluence, the greatest oligarchy the
world 'has ever known.

"This being the case, and even a
blind man can see the evidence of
truth on every hand, it becomes
clearly manifest that capitalism and
religion are the inseparable factors
with which the working class will be
forced to do battle in the
struggle.

"The Catholic church, and for that
matter, all other church influences,
in spite of their declarations of sym-
pathy for the working classes, up-
hold plutocracy in its exploitation of
the workers, and always share in the
plunder. Aristocracy and ecclesias-ticis-m

are founded upon despotism,
land all history proves that plu

tocracy and priestcraft have come
hand in hand down through the cen-
turies from time immemorial.

"Then what does it matter whether
this present religious controversy
breaks up the Socialist party and the
Roman Catholic Church both, if the
result of the controversy is to 'put
the working man wise' as to who his
real enemies are?

Can they not organize another
party to carry out their political will?
What political or religious institution
can exist in a time like this, that pos-
sesses any of the elements of despot-
ism?

The Catholic Church has thrown
down the gauge of battle against So-
cialism; why, then, ,should not So-
cialists accept the challenge and de-

mand that the church show how she-ca- n

be 'the friend of the working
classes' and the friend and partner
in plunder of the capitalists?

"You stated in a former issue that
your consideration of the ic

movement would be from the
standpoint of its leadership, "The
Menace,' and the sGuardians of Lib-- r
erty,' but you did not do so and
herein is the real issue to be consld.-- )


