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HOUSE GIVES WILSON FREE

HAND SENATE DELAYS
Washington, April 21. The House

of Representatives adopted by a vote
of 337 to 37 a jojint resolution au-
thorizing President Wilson to use the
armed forces of the U. S. to force
amends from President Huerta of
Mexico. $

President Wilson, in his address to
congress, after he had briefly out-
lined the present situation in Mexico,
said:

"This government can, I earnets-l- y

hope, in no circumstances be forc-
ed into war with the people of Mex-
ico.

"Mexico is torn by civil strife. If
we are to accept the tests of its own
constitution, it.has no government.

"General Huerta has set his power
up in the City of Mexico, such as it is,
without right and by methods for
which there can be no justification.
Only part of the country is under his
control.

"If armed conflict should unhap-
pily come as a result of his attitude
of personal resentment toward this
government, we should be fighting
only General Huerta and those who
adhere to him, and give him their
support, and our object would be
only to restore to the people of the
distracted republic the opportunity to
set up again their own laws and their
own government.

"But I earnestly hope that war is
not now in question. I believe that I
speak for the American people when
I say that we do not desire to control
in any degree the affairs of our sister
republic.

"Our feeling for the people of Mex-
ico is one of deep and genuine friend-
ship, and everything that we have so
far done or refrained from doing has
proceeded from our desire to help
them, not to hinder or embarrass
them.

"We would not wish even to exer-
cise the good offices of friendship
without their welcome and consent.

"The people of Mexico are entitled
to settle their own domestic affairs in
their own way, and we sincerely de-

sire to respect their right.
"The present situation need have

none of the grave complications of
interference if we deal with it
promptly, firmly and wisely.

"No doubt I could do what is neces-
sary in the circumstances to enforce
respect for our government without
recourse to the Congress, and yet not
exceed my constitutional powers as
president; but I do not wish to act in
a matter possibly of so grave conse-
quence except in close conference
and with both the Sen-

ate and House.
"I, therefore, come to ask your

approval that I should use the armed
forces of the United States in such
ways and to such an extent as may
be necessary to obtain from General
Huerta and his adherents the fullest
recognition of the rights and dignity
of the United States, even amid the
distressing conditions now unhappily
obtaining in Mexico."

The House foreign affairs commit-
tee, after a long contested fight,
adopted a resolution which did not
authorize but justified the president
in the employment of the armed
forces of the United States to enforce
his demands for unequivocal amends
for affronts and indignities com-

mitted against the United States, and
eliminated personal mention of Pres.
Huerta, though 'it added: "The
United States disclaims any hostility
to the Mexican people or any purpose
to make war upon them."

Senator Lodge presented a substi-
tute for the preamble of the resolu-
tion reported by the committee,
which he will seek to have adopted
today, and which entirely changes
the sense of the president's message
to Congress.

White chiffon collars, beaded in
vivid colors, are a new touch.


