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"Why is tills?
"Why are we doctors "unable to tell

what is the matter, so very many
times, with our patients?

"Well, for just on reason. And that
reason is that the public absolutely
refuses to allow us to have such ma-
terial to work on as is necessary to
gather really scientific data as to
what relations exist between symp-
toms and causes of disease. The pub
lic, in other words, refuses the legal
right for doctors to perform autop-
sies on dead bodies unless expressed

permission Is obtained first from the
relatives ofthe deceased.

"Now this rule ougfit to be fust the
other way about. A doctor ought to
have the legal right to perform an
autopsy on anybody, unless the rela-

tives expressly forbid it! If they dont,
he ought to be able automatically to
go ahead and find out exactly what
were the causes which produced
symptoms which so baffled him that-th-

patient died. This would certainly
do no harm to the dead and might be
of incalculable good to the living. It
might have hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands.
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"You know there ae not very-man-

people who know their symp-
toms. They have a pain somewhere,
or their breathing is oppressed, or
they feel tired. And, with some such
little gnkle, the physician is supposed
to put his hand on the very seat of
the trouble. He guesses wrongly and
what happens? People take up one
of the various kinds of 'cures' that
taboo drugs and. surgery. Thus medi-
cine, a real boon when rightly admin-
istered, receives a body blow, simply
because the public itself refuses it the
right tcTbe'come an exact science!"

ANOTHER DOCTOR SAYS
Commenting on the official report

that autopsies performed at Belleyue
Hospital, New York, show that 47.7 of
the diagnoses made there were abso-
lutely wrong, Dr. G. Lenox Curtis, a
noted New York physician, says:

"The errors in diagnosis in hos-
pitals will, I believe, compare favor-
ably with those made in general prac-
tice. The reason for this is due, I.
take it, to incorrect instruction ip
medical colleges, but also to an entire
lack of adaption in the individual to
the medical profession. In other
words, such members have entirely
missed their calling'and-oiigh- t not be
permitted to practice medicine at all!

"But the really great crime-com- in
allowing 'doctors' simply men with
degrees to practice independently.
A learned professor has said no man
ought to practice medicine alone until
he has had twenty-fiv- e years' experi-
ence.

"These men are likely to diagnose
a case wrongly and send a patient to
the contagious hospital when the pa
tient has no contagious disease! Then
the patient gets a contagious disease
and maybe dies! Or he is treated to" '
serums or vaccination without any"
reason. No wonder people fear doc-
tors! The time has simply come
when the noted members of the pro-
fession must insist on bad doctors
being put out of our ranks!r 1 - J


