coiony of miners, was slain in the battle there ten days ago, whils & military
prisoner, was the statement madae by militiamean at the'cqroner’s inquestin

progress here today.

Sergeant Mills, Corporal Mason and Sargeant Cullen testified that
Tikas was their prisoner April 20 and h.d bean threatened with lynching by

un-uniformed guards. They tried to

fighting with strikers from the tent colony started they lost sight of him for -

2 few moments.

rotect him, they said, but when the

Later they found Tikas dead, they said, with three bullet wounds in his

back and with his head crushad.

Lisutenant K. E. Linderfelt and Major Patrick Hamrock swore the
militia did not begin the Ludiow shooting. Frank Bayes, a racher, testi-
fied he saw militinmen set fire to the tents of the Ludlow colony.

He also asserted that after mine guards had shelled his ranch, near
Ludlow, where women and children were refuged, he found this note signed

“Baldwin-Felts" and “C. N. G.”:

“This is to pay for helping strikers, Cu2 it out or we will call again.”

“The federal troops will he abso-
lutely neutral. We will make no dis-
tinction whatever betwekn strikers
and mine guards and militiamen.”

This was the first announcement of
Major W. A. Holbrook, U. S. A, when
he reached here early today at the
head of the Second squadron, Fifth
U. S. Cavalry, destined for duty in the
southern Colorado sirike zone,

The regulars, 400 strong, did not
immediately detrain when they ar-
rived at 8 a. m., but leaned from the
car windows and chatted with strik-
ers who stood in the rain on thoe sta-
tion platform. The soldiers were ap-
parently eager to gei all possible in-
formation regarding the situation.

William Murray. general manager
of the Victor-American Fuel Com-
pany, chief representative of the
operators in Trinidad, was at the sta-
tion when the train pulled in. Major
Holbrook declined an offer to use
the national guard armory here for
his soldiers.

As a result of a day of battling,
Forbes coal camp of the Rocky Moun-
tain Fuel Company, north of Trini-
dad, is today a smoking ruin and mili-
tiamen and strikers at Walsenburg
are resting under an armed truce,
awaiting the arrival of United States
;l;:a.!q to take command of the situ-

m,

That only the coming of the federal | fig

goldiers prevented still greater car-

nage none now dhubts. Strikers, mill-
tia and mine guards throughout
southezn olorado are in a state of
high excltemens, but the counsel of <~
their leaders prevents them from fiy-
Ing a each other's throuts and re-
newlag the fighting.

The principai blood-letting was at
Forbes and this (ragedy was charac-
terized by many as the strikers' re-
venge for the destruction of their
tent colony there last winter. Sey-
eral months ago, an armored suto-
mobile dashed into Forbes and open-
ed fire on the colony. =

Later came soldiers and all the
tents were destroyed by order of Ajt.
Gen. Chase. Since then the place
has been without strikers.

For three hours more the men in
the camp stood their ground until
every bullding in the place had been
riddled, Then they fled, leaving six
of their number dead. L

In the hills outside of Forbhes threa §
corpses of strikers were located dur-
ing the night. One of these was
lodged in & tree, the victim having
been slain as he was attempting to
pick off the defenders with a high
powered rifle. :

The strikers burned the mina
buildings and then returned to thel:
camp. No militia participated In this

t.

&
The fighting at Walsenburg, wharg']




