
DOINGS OF THE SALVATION ARMY COLLECTOR MAKE THE SMALL
CHARITY COLLECTOR LOOK SICK

The small pikers who have collect-
ed money in the name of charity and

fent it in paying their own expenses
have sat in open-mouth- ad-

miration could they have listened to
Thomas Estell, commissioner and
chief officer of the western district of
the Salvation Army, glibly explain to
the Curran Commission how a co-

lossal charity trust can be carried on
so successfully that it holds over a
million dollars of property in the U.
S., not; to mention its holdings in
England, where a considerable
amount of its money is sent and en-
ables its commander to visit this
country in the bridal suite of the Im-
perial, the most luxurious suite on a
luxurious steamer and get away
with it.

The Salvation Army is as systemat-
ized as a business trust. It is divided
into departments so cleverly that one
department doesn't know what the
other does.

In the first place, a splendid expla-
nation of why money given in the
name of charity is not expended in
the name of charity can be offered
and accepted by stating that it is for
mission work so much Christianity
for so much a throw.

The public in the future, when it
generously tosses its hard-earn-

nickles and dimes and quarters into
the tambourine of the girl who just
offered up a prayer for the lost soul
of said donor on the corner, must do
so with the knowledge that they are
paying for prayer and not helping out
any needy mortal who may be hungry
or shelterless.

And the woman who gives away
clothing to this charity trust, later to
send a down-and-o- ut applicant to the
same "trust" for the same clothing
only to have him return with the re-

port that they wouldn't give it to him,
but would only sell it, can temper her
wrath with a knowledge that in the
report for the year ending Septem-
ber 30, 1913, the S. A, has an item
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to show that it actually did give away
clothing to the amount of $30.35,
though on the other side of the report
the receipts do not show the value
of clothing donated to this trust

And the down-and-o- ut who is sent
to the industrial branch of the S. A.
and given mighty poor food and bare
shelter coupled with the sum of $1 a
week for wo that is worth at least
$1.50 a day needn't feel contempt for
the same trust, because back of its
seeming greed in taking advantage oi
the condition of the man to get his
labor cheap lies the Christian prin-
cipal of "giving him a chance."

The Curran Commission has not
yet gotten the report of the indus-
trial branch, but Estell cheerfully
stated that out of sales of $50,000
a year of clothing and furniture for
which the S. A. didn't pay one cent
they only cleared $2,000 in profit

Where is the rest? Why, it was
spent for the maintenance and the
stipend paid the man who was "given
a chance" in the industrial depart-
ment of the S. A.

The average person cannot appre-
ciate the true kindness of heart and
charity of this "trust" until he knows
that they keep several very large ho-

tels in this city, on each of which thej
make only a profit of $1,000 a yeai
and sometimes less.

The down-and-o- ut who reads thfc
will gasp. For hundreds of down-and-ou-

are perfectly familiar with
the fact that the last resort of the
homeless man before he resigns him-

self to walking the streets for the
night is the S. A. and he often walks
the street after this resort.

The S. A. takes in on an average
of $600 a week at its Workingman'j
Palace Hotel, 669 S. State street
through the winter but, of course
that all goes for expenses, and, de-

spite the fact that the Salvation Armj
has been built from the ground up or
the charity of the public, they "coulc
not be expected to conduct a charitj


