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then why none of the newspapers
maltes a fight to prevent the coun-
cil from permitting the tunnel com-
pany to sell . the automatic phone
plant to the trust, so that it can be
thrown on the junk pile.

Of course, there4s much news in
the newspapers that has no hearing
on advertising. It is always safe to
print stories of murder and crime.
It never hurts business office receipts
to print first-pa- stories about raids
on the red-lig- ht ,women they don't
advertise in newspapers.

It is safe to go after saloon-keeper- s,

gamblers and gunmen they don't
r advertise And war news is always

perfectly safe. Law and oraer news
is great.

But it isn't safe to print the news
about the low wages of clerks in de-

partment stores. It wasn't safe for
advertising newspapers to print the
big news of the report of the Chicago
Vice Commission. It wasn't safe for
a newspaper to print the news about
or make a fight against the railroa-
ding, of an ordinance through the
council granting valuable rights to
the Marshall Field store under the
public streets.

It wasn't safe to make a fight for
a minimum wage law for J&e7 women
of Illinois because that would hit
the department stores.

I am not blaming individual pub-
lishers for this situation. They are
but part of a vicious system that has
grown up around them, and they
have grown, up with it The people
didn't know. They didn't under-
stand.

Now they begin to understand.
More and more of them are reading
their newspapers intelligently. Fi-
nally, the readers will help make free
men of the newspaper slaves by re-
fusing to- - support newspapers that
don't give them the truth.

A change is now going on. The
death of the Inter Ocean was one of.
its manifestations. The fact that so
many newspapers are losing money
will finally lead readers to see that

they can't befree to the truth
until they are free and independent
financially:

If a newspaper is run for years and
years at a loss there is some reason
for keeping it going. The money
may be made in another way. It
may be made by using the newspa-
per's influence to help somebody
make money out of some other
scheme.

FORMER BECKER ASSOCIATES
TO TAKE STAND IN CASE.

New York, May 18. Three close
associates of Charles Becker in the
days when, as police lieutenant in
charge of the "strong-ar- m squad," he
ruled the underworld of New York,
are scheduled to clinch the case of the
state against Becker for procuring
the murder of Gambler Herman

They are Charles B. Plitt,
Jr., once Becker's press agent; James
B. White and Charles C. Steinert.'who
were his right-han- d men on the
"strong-ar- m squad." These men will
be reluctant witnesses against Becker
and have been subpoenaed by the
prosecution.

District Attorney Whitman expects
these men to prove that Becker was
in the 'immediate neighborhood on
the night Jack Rose, "Bridgie" Web-
ber and Harry Vallon, the three in-

formers, have sworn Becker met
them at a .vacant lot in Harlem to
hold the murder conference where'
Rosenthal's fate was sealed.

Plitt is expected to reveal details of
the way in which, while he ruled the
gamblers, Becker contrived to amass
moite than $50,000 a year by graft
while his salary was a bare $2,400.

At a wedding in. Granite City, Mo.,
the bride danced with each one of the
450 guests. The dance lasted from
Saturday to Monday and the bride-w- as

compelled to retire twice for a
short rest.

When a man has nothing to say ha
is called upon to make a speech.
Atlanta Journal
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