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we are afraid of it; then is it wrong
to show sympathy for its victims? Is
it wrong to show mercy?

And if there has not been poverty,
but has been parental neglect, a
weak, selfish mother or a father who
.thought too much of business and
too little of his children, and the chil-
dren, unguided, stumble into sin, are
you going to punish the children?
Dr the father?

And since we haven't yet reached
the place where we have the courage,
lafter we have traced crime to its
origin, to punish those directly re-
sponsible, what will you gain by
jpimishmg the children? You wxm't
stop other unguided boys and girls
from stumbling in the same way.

Don't you think it is just and fair
to show them mercy and to sympath-
ize with them?

As for the failure who has the
right to say what man or woman is

failure? Surely I have not, and I
would not attempt the task, for I
have known men and women that
the "world called failures and I have
.found them to be the world's greatest
successes because they spread happi-
ness and kindness and sweetness all
about them, and I envied them as I
never envied the man or the woman
upon whom the world had set its
stamp of approval.

I remember a visit I made to an
old man who was ill unto death in a
room that had one chair, and a table
with the leg fastened with string;
torn curtain that hung heavy with
the weight of dirt, and a couch with
a tattered cover and no sheet.

He .was a failure as the world
counts success, and yet, how I en-
vied him! For he loved everyone,
felt only kindness toward everyone,
and he regretted leaving a world that
had been cruel to him because he had
made himself believe, it was a good
world. i

Not one of us dare say who is the
failure and who is the success, and
not one of us ought to dare say that
A criminal is to be punished when

we haven't the courage to punish
those directly responsible for the
crime.

And I am afraid I must make the
same reply to my correspondent that
I made to my teacher: I cannot help
it if you don't like my sympathiz-
ing with "criminals" and "failures,"
because I like to do it and I'm going
to keep right on doing it.
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BLAZE ROUTS FAMILIES

Twenty-fou- r families were routed
from their beds early today by a fire
that did $200,000 damage to a row
of fiat buildings and small stores at
79th and Eggleston streets. An ex-

plosion in a laundry started the blaze.
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AN INNOVATION

"When two men like us and a wo-
man like that are shown in a picture
like this, we are generally talking
about her, aren't we?"

"Yes, invariably. What about it?"
"Well, let's do something originaL

Let's not." x
or-- o .

Denver school girls have voted to
limit the cost of their graduating
dresses to $8.
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