
ence In the name was the only differ-
ence.

In West Virginia they had all the
phenomena of government by gun-
men; wholesale arrests without war-
rant or charge, imprisonment incom-mudicad- o,

beatingup of strikers,
abusing of women and children, mid-
night raiding of homes and deport-
ing of "undesirables"; they had the
same in Michigan more recently, in
Idaho and Nevada some years back.
Does it seem to you impossible that
these miners could learn to com-
bine?

I CAN ASSURE YOU IT DOES
NOT SEEM POSSIBLE TO THEM!

The very same gunmen were
taken from West Virginia to Michi-
gan and from Michigan to Colorado.

Come and let us try to face the
facts. What are the conditions that
drove thousands of peaceable, hard-
working laborers to leave their wives
and children and take to the moun-
tains, to live and fight like wild
beasts? What are the evils that
have brought light-heart- society
women, fond of dinner parties and
dress, to lay themselves liable to a
charge of treason against the state
by hiding machine guns in the cellars
of their homes?

To go not too far back, there was
a strike of the Colorado coal miners
in 1902. Men were beaten up, de-

ported, jailed, shut up in "bullpens"
the whole sickening story. The

strike was crushed and the coal op-

erators had their undisputed way.
Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., de-

clared that he would not compromise
the present strike, because it was a
fight for a principle.

Well, in 1902, the "principle" was
maintained, and what followed? De-
cent American, Welsh and Cornish
miners being unwilling to work as
slaves, the coal operators opened up
an advertising campaign in Greece,
Roumania, southern Italy and Rus-
sia; they imported by wholesale the
peoples of twenty-fo- ur different na
tions, AND FOR TWELVE YEARS
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HAD THEIR WAY WITH THEM
with the result of turning the twenty-fo- ur

nations into one, animated T)y a
fury of hatred which is simply incon-
ceivable to any one who had not been
on the ground.

They owned the land on which the
miners had to live, the homes they
had to rent, the stores at which they
traded, the churches at which they
worshiped.

They built stockades about the
villages and made the entrancespri-vat- e

roads.
They ran the political machines,

voting the people in herds, and mak-
ing mayors out of mine bosses; cor-
oners, magistrates and sheriffs out
of company store clerks 'and gun-
men.

They blacklisted men who be-
longed to unions, or who refused to
mine 2,500 or 3.Q00 pounds to the
ton.

They ran up the death list from ac-
cidents to two or three times as many
as in neighboring states; twelve
times as many as in a civilized nation
such as Austria. Controlling the cor-
oners and juries, they paid no dam-
ages for accidents. They made it
the jest of their employes that THEY
WOULD RATHER KILL A MAN
THAN LAME A MULE.

Enough of this. Suffice to say that
the men began to organize for pro-

tectionand so bitter was the opposi-
tion of the companies that there ex-
isted in southern Colorado all the ma-
chinery of secret, underground union-
ization as among the revolutionary
workingmen of Russia.

The strike began, and there was
violence. Who began it? Ah, read-
er, how often have I heard the ques-
tion? How many volumes of testi-
mony in this and other strikes have
been taken iiran effort to answer it?
Who began the American civil war?.
Was it Beauregard when he opened
fire on Fort Sumter? Or was it Lin-
coln when he sent a supply ship? Let
the matter be settled by the veterans
at reunions
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