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WHY WAS .CIVIL WAR IN COLORADO?
EVERYTHING HAS BEEN STOLEN

BY UPTON SINCLAIR
(Copyright, 1914, by the Newspaper

Enterprise Association.)
We read that there has been civil

war in Colorado.. We read that the
state troops have turned machine
guns on women and children and that
the state legislature has appropriated
$1,000,000. to pay the costs of such
proceedings and to provide for more
of it in the future.

What does all this mean?
Is not Colorado an American state,

like all the rest of the states?
Why have the American people tol-

erated such things?
My explanation is a basely mater-

ialistic one. I say that the state is
young and possesses enormous nat-
ural resources, and that from the be-

ginning these resources have been
thrown open to a free-for-- scram-
ble on the good, old American prin-
ciple of "do others before they do
you."

There are seventeen coal compan-
ies in the strike field, and a single
one paid nearly $2,000,000 in profits
last year.

The government of the state, with
all its powers, has been made the
football of warring interests such as
these. It has been corrupted and
kept corrupt shamelessly, naively
corrupt.

I sat at lunch with two lawyers
who chatted of things they knew, and
presently one remarked that the gas
and electric company had purchased
its properties for $3,000,000 and
capitalized them at $50,000,000 and
sold the, stock. Then he proceeded
to name who had got a share (so
many of the eminent leaders of the
city) , and how-ther- had been a quar-
rel with the tramway companies, and
how a certain editor had told too
much and been shot the fifth time
he had had lead taken out of him
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which spoke poorly for Colorado
marksmanship.

Then something brought up the
sugar companies; how it had been
testified at Washington that they had
hired an eminent authority to write
a pamphlet proving that sugar beets
enriched the soil, so that the farm-
ers of the state would go on raising
sugar beets to be sold at less than
cost!

And then I went from the lunch
table to talk with a miner's wife
whose husband had lost his job be-

cause she bought milk from one of
these farmers instead of from a com-
pany store.

Enough! Everything in the state
has been stolen. And now what is to
be done about it? The first thing I
have to say is that the stage will not
be saved by any of the agencies of
redemption to which the people gen-

erally look not the churches or the
clergy or the big university.

If you had gone to meetings of the
"Law and Order League" you might
have heard two clergymen one after-
noon defending the state and calling
for the blowing up of miners' homes
with dynamite; and Denver was pre-

paring to beg $250,000 from those
who had done it and it was not the
miners who had it.

Nor will it be the newspapers; at
least, not many of them. The pub-

lisher of one Denver paper gave or-

ders that the name of the present in-

famous writer was not to be allowed
in his pages; but a few days later the
governor of the state denounced me
as a prevaricator, and so the dread
name burst suddenly forth in red let-

ters upon the front page.
When I answered the governor,

showing by the official record that he,
and not I, had falsified, and offering
to quit the bounds of his state in
twenty-fou-r hours if he would refute '
me, the paper suddenly fell silent
again; and when I asked the proprie- -


