
I,

wyit
In the past baseball moguls have

not been noted for their willingness
to give up any coin, and.it will be
bard for Ban Johnson to find any
owners kind enough to sacrifice
themselves for the sake of some for-
tunate brothers who will stay in the
game.

SAYS VyE SHOULD DO ALL WE
CAN ON "MORE PLAY" PLAN

By Mrs. Gertrude Howe Britton, Pres,
Juvenile Protective League and

Member Board of Education.
"To give children no place to play

Is equivalent to saying they have not
the right to play, and none of us
would care to say that. At the pres-
ent time boys are not permitted to
play on the streets and they go into
alleys, which is not a healthy place
for them, but they must play some-
where.

"I shall be glad when the school-
yards are open, but we would want
them open under direction, and the
school board has said it would cost
$2,000 a week to keep them open.

"I would not be in favor of closing
them at 6 q'clock. I think they should
remain open until 9 or 10 o'clock, so
that the boys and girls who work
could have a chance, but it would be
necessary to have a director of play
to see that the gang spirit did not
develop.

"I would not open the schoolyards
generally, but only in districts where
there are no small parks.

"Unfortunately many of our chil-
dren have never,been taught to play.
When they get together they get into
difficulties. They must be taught to
respect the rights of others when we
have playgrounds. That is why a
play director would be needed and
unless the city council authorizes
this expenditure and places some
tax sufficient to cover it, it could not
be done out of the present funds of
the Board of Education.

"An expense of this kind would not
be wasted money. Wja would save

expense in the Juvenile Court and
the Boys' Court.

"I think inside of a year officers
will cease arresting boys on insuffi-
cient grounds, as this O'Connor boy
claims. The Boys' Court was estab-
lished to give boys a chance to tell
their own story and policemen will
not be able to bring a boy into court
two or three times on a flimsy ex-
cuse.

"The other day some boys were
brought into court who had been held
four days before they were booked.
The only thing against them was that
they had been sitting on a sidewalk
and did not give an account of them-
selves that pleased the officer.

"I have taken this up with the
chief of police, and in every case
where a boy has been arrested with-
out sufficient reason I write a letter
to the chief of police asking why.
These-complain-s will act toward put-
ting an end to this.

"I think the schoolhouses them-
selves should be opened up, at least
the basements in the winter time and
games installed. I would like to see
vacant Tots flooded so that the chil-
dren could skate and lighted with a
big electric light. The city could give
the water and a police officer for the
night. The children do not require
much watching in the winter; they
have to keep moving to keep warm.

"I believe in play zones, in having
certain streets roped off for the chil-
dren. I would-lik- e to have the city's
permission to turn on the pumps so
many hours a day andlet the chil-
dren come out and play around in the
water. It would be a wonderful help
to them in the heat of the summer
and would cost very little to thecity.

"We should get together and do
what we can, even if it is not as big
and spectacular as we would wish. If
even twenty-fiv- e children hva district
are benefitted, it will mean some-
thing."

The man ;who never becomes dis-
couraged is theman who gets there,
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