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But now come the. lawyers to con
vince the company that it doesn't
have to serve 20,000 bona fide sub
scribers, but only has to have a sys-
tem ready to serve the 20,000 if the
20,000 walk up to the captain's office
and ask for servifce.- -

About 8 pages of tfie opinion were
devoted to explaining what the word
"also" means In the ordinance, and
the learned lawyers quote from the
poet Milton to prove that service
doesn't mean service, but readiness
and willingness to serve.

The conclusion Lawyer Schuyler
drew after he had given the word
"also" the once aver and had sat
down on all the dictionaries to ab-
sorb information on words, was thdt
"also" meant that the lelephone- - sys-
tem could only be forfeited in case
there was "also" a forfeiture of the
transportation system and the tun-
nels constructed therefor; and that
the telephone forfeiture "clause only
requires the continued operation ofa
telephone system sufficient for the
service of 20,000 subscribers.

That means that when council
passed that ordinance all it intended
was that the company install a sys-
tem that would take care of 20,000
subscribers, and it didn't make any
difference whether the company ac-
tually served 20,000 subscribers or
none at all.

I presume that none of these learn-
ed lawyers was hired to give an opin-
ion that the city could declare the
phone system forfeited, but that all
were hired to give opinions' that
would pave the way for some judge to
decide that the ordinance didn't mean
what it said, and that council was
only kidding itself when it attempted
to require 20,000 bona fide subscrib-
ers.

I'm not a lawyer that is, I never
was admitted to the legal bar and
hence I think I know something about
law. I don't think many lawyers do.
They merely look up authorities and
precedents to prove anything you hire
them to prove. If the plaintiff hires 1
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jthem they find 'law .to fit his case; and
if the defendant hires them, they
merely look up other authorities,
. In the matter of looking up authori-

ties,, superstititons, precedents, opin-
ions, etc., a lawyer probably has the
advantage of me) because they have
the books handy, but if law is actual-
ly based on common sense, then I am
a better lawyer than the average law-
yer, because I haven't studied law and
got- tangled up in its traditions and
superstitutions.

An.d if I were a judge I wouldn't
pay a&y attention to such bunk as I
find in these learned opinions, but
would decide that question on what
'I thought the average man with aver
age 'horse sense would think that
clause meant.

Incidentally, none of the lawyers
gave an opinion on that part of the
franchise ordinance which clearly
provides that the phone system shall
he forfeited to the city if the company
sells out to another company, or en-

ters into any agreement to sell out
It looks to me as if the phone trust .

were trying to gobble the automatic
phone system, junk the plant and
have an absolute phone monopoly in
Chicago; that council is being ribbed
up to betray the people by sacrificing
their rights under that ordinance, and
that the trust newspapers are shut-
ting their eyes while the phone trust,
picks the public pocket.
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DON'T WANT TO SE REMOVED
The police operators of Chicago

are getting ready to resist the efforts (

of the policemen to have operators
and police wagon drivers removed
from the pension fund.

John T. Dixon, president Police
Operators' Protective Ass'n charges
that the police misrepresent the case
when they say the operators and.1
drivers hurt the fund.
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AREN'T THEY FRIGHTS

See the awful cut on shoes in J. L.
Miler & Son's advertisement. Alma
(Mich.) Record.


