
ONE MAN'S OPINIONS
BY N. D. COCHRAN

Teddy as a Knocker. In 1912 I
liked the Bull Moose platform better
than either the Republican or Demo
cratic. I had attended the Republi-
can national convention as a news-
paper man, was at Orchestra Hall the
night the Progressive party was born
and attended that convention, too. I
liked the Bull Moose platform better
than the Democratic platform and
was in doubt as between Wilson and
Roosevelt

This doubt finally resulted in a de-

cision to take a chance on the Pro-
gressive platform, because it gave
promise of getting down closer to the
people than either of the old parties
had done during my lifetime. At the
time it reminded me of the emotional
and almost religious politics that
swept Golden Rule Sam Jones into
the mayor's office of Toledo as an
Independent.

As between Wilson and Roosevelt,
I had more faith in Wijson. As be-

tween the Progressive and Demo-
cratic parties, I thought there was
more promise in the Progressive
platform and the enthusiasts who
had thrown over their old party and
had started anew, burning their po-

litical bridges behind them.
However, Wilson was elected and

the Democratic party came back into
power; and I have watched with in-

terest Wilson's earnest efforts to
make his party as progressive as it
can be made; and even though I
didn't vote for him I felt that the best
thing to do was to support him in
every forward move he made.

I wanted to see him go as" far as
he could with his party, although
convinced that the time would come
when he couldn't hold the reaction-
ary and progressive elements to-
gether, and then there would be a
split in the Democratic party like the
split in the Republican party in 1912.
As I see it, that split is inevitable.

If the Progressive party holds fast
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to its ideals it will come into its own
later on for progressives (with the
small p) will soon or late get to-

gether in one party, and reactionaries
in another and hold the boards until
the Socialist party, or some other
party representing the working class,
takes the lead.

But I can't see it with George W.
Perkins as the Bull Moose angel
Perkins of the steel trust, the harves-
ter trust, J. P. Morgan & Co., and Big
Business generally. Nor can I see
it with Teddy trying to advance his
own game by knocking Wilson.

President Wilson has accomplish-
ed much, considering the reactionary
element in his own party with which
he had to contend. He hasn't been
as radical or progressive as I would
have liked, but he has gone as far
as he could with the light he had and
the tools to work witn.

For a while real progressives out-

side of the Democratic party lent aid
and encouragement. But now
Roosevelt is leading them into the old
party hostility of the outs against the
ins. Instead of giving credit for
whatever good Wilson has done or is
trying to do, Roosevelt is picking
flaws and apparently looking only for
faults. That is the mental attitude
of a knocker.

No matter who is president, I be-

lieve in encouraging him to do all
possible good he can do for real
democracy; and when we've got him
to go as far as he can, then take up
somebody else who will go farther.

Roosevelt has learned much from
Socialists, but hasn't yet learned how
to be a persistent fighter for princi-
ples he believes in and a good waiter
while he's fighting.

Wilson may fall down on the home-
stretch, because of the party load he
is carrying, but I'm for holding his
hands up while he is doing good as
well as for letting them down when
they lose their usefulness. Especially
when he has to fight the powerful
hosts of privilege in the ranks of his

I own party,
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