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OUTWITTED

By George Elmer Cobb.
(Copyright by W. G. Chapman.)
"Hands ofiUhat throttle!"
Sharp, clear," distinct the challenge

sounded out. A signal had halted the
train, comprising a locomotive and a
single express car. Now at the side of
the track, fierce-visage- d, determined-lookin- g,

a sturdy Mexican of the des- -

Kept His Weapons Leveled.

perado type held the key to the situa-
tion rather two keys, impressive,
formidable, a magazine revolver in
either hand.

The engineer raised both hands;
the fireman backed up against the

- coal heap iu the tender and followed
suit. The latter looked cmestioningly
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at the engineer as if awaiting
structions. The words came low but
distinct to his ears:

"Anticipated, but discounted."'
"H'm !" muttered the fireman in a

dissatisfied way, and wearily contin-
ued his forced attitude of "hands up!"

From the first the fireman had not
been in love with his task. This was
a branch of the great Mexican trunk
line. For a month it had not turned a
wheel. The district was in a tearful
turmoil. In the insurrectionists held
full sway. Fire and sword ravaged the
country and business had come to a
complete stop.

The terminus of the branch line
was Ixtacl, and here there was a
little bank. It was owned by Henry
Morse, who operated a larger insti-
tution in a good-size- d city lust over
the Texas state line. The engineer of
the present "special" was not an engi-
neer. However, for two years, back
in his life, he has "worked on the
road." He had gained some practical
experience thereby.

The result was that when the anx-
ious banker tried to get the railroad
company to send a special to Ixtacl
and bring thence the little bank safe
containing important documents and
cash, and found no one willing to un-

dertake the dangerous mission, Al-

bion Marvin stepped to the front.
The railroad company lured by an

indemnity bond and a goodly amount
of money, agreed to furnish an engine
and steel express car. Ben Wharton,
a skilled fireman, undertook to run
the gauntlet with the novice engineer
on a promise of quadruple pay.

They made the run to Ixtacl with-
out hindrance. The little safe had
been put aboard the train. Presuma-
bly it was encased in a still larger re-
ceptacle in the- - steel express car.
Wharton did not know. At midnight
Marvin alone had attended to the
transfer.

There was not a move made by
Marvin that morning which was not
.taken in closely by suspicious watch-
ers. Every greaser in the section


