
BOALT SENDS STORY OF ATTEMPT TO DEPORT
HIM AND OF INQUIRY INTO "LEY DE FUGA"
(Editor's Note. Fred L. Boalt, the

war correspondent-- . .whose deporta-
tion from Vera Cruz was ordered by
the U. S. military authorities because
he wrote a story that a navy ensign
had boasted of ordering the shooting
of unarmed Mexican prisoners at the
battle of Vera Cruz, has cabled The
Day Book the following account of
the case from the beginning.)

BY FRED L. BOALT

Vera Cruz, Mexico, July 15. I
wrote the story of the application of
the barbarous law of "ley de fuga"
(law of flight) by an American naval
ensign and his squad at the battle of
Vera Cruz on the statement of En-

sign Wm. Richardson, the ensign in
question.

He himself told the story boasted
of the action of himself and men in
shooting down unarmed prisoners
sitting at a table with a group of
naval officers. He told the story to
me and to Correspondent William
Shepherd of the United Press.

It struck me that this was not only
a news story, but a very strong side-

light on the behavior of the men on
the behavior of American, military
men engaged in the business of war.
And so I wrote the story Ensign
Richardson told us and which his
brother officers in the navy heard him
tell us.

On Monday, July 6, Gen. Fred Fun-sto-n

told me that the war department
had ordered that I must either prove
the story or be deported. I at once
declared that the story had been told
me by the man who said he himself
had applied the law of "ley de fuga."
My statement was referred to the
navy department.

The secretary of the navy ordered
a court of inquiry to convene aboard
the Texas to try the case of Richard-
son. . The court convened Saturday,
July 11, with Capt. Grant p .the

Texas as president and two asso-
ciates sitting with him.

At this hearing Richardson had
counsel, but I was advised by Pres-
ident Grant that it was not necessary
for me to have counsel as I was only
a witness, he said.

I was not permitted to hear the tes-
timony of any witness, although
Richardson was permitted to be pres-
ent throughout.

All witnesses were cautioned by
President Grant, under pain of pun-
ishment, to discuss on the outside
none of the testimony disclosed be-
fore he court.

I was the first witness. I testified
that Richardson told the "ley de
"fuga" story in the presence of my-
self and others and that I believed
him because he was in uniform 1

took-h- is word as an officer and a gen-
tleman. The other navy officers
present, I told the" court, also seemed
to believe the story and approve his
action in applying the barbarous law.
I said that I wrote the story in the
course of my work here, just as any
respectable newsgatherer would have
done.

Correspondent William Shepherd
followed me on the witness stand and
corrohorated my testimony. Other
correspondents have been called as
witnesses and will testify later.

I regret to say that the court of
inquiry gave me too little notice of
the hearing to allow of my properly
preparing the case.

The crux of the whole question, it
seems to me, was expressed by one
witness who was,asked: "Do you
know of any illegal" killing during the
occupation of Vera Cruz?"

The witness replied:
"I don't know what legal killing in

war is!"
There was killing promiscuous and

wholesale at the occupation of Yera
Qruz, and X do not believe in killing
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