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THE RING
A Story That Deals in the Way of a

King.
(From the Spanish of Francisco Pi y

Arsuaga.)
The king kissed the ring which was

a gift from his beloved. In order the
better to fondle it he took it from his
finger.

The ring fell out of his hand and,
rolling, rolling, reached the edge of
the abyss and disappeared therein.

The king ran aftei the ring and
barely escaped falling after it.

But, on looking down the mouth of
the abyss and seeing it so black and
deep, he became frightened.

"When my beloved learns that I
have lost her gift she will think that
I despise it and will cease to love
me," he said. "If I do not find the
ring and I lose her love I will glut my
hates in war. Against the whole
world will I raise my banners. Mis-
ery and death shall hover over my
people and there shall not be one
among them who will not be at least
as unhappy as I myself am."

The king called his First Secretary
and, after recounting to him his mis-

fortune, begged him to go down to
the bottom of the abyss and search
for his beloved's gift.

"All my riches shall be thine if
thou returnest to me with that pledge
the love of her whom I adore. The
peace of the whole world depends
upon you finding it. Palaces, gold,
precious stones, rich textures, superb
coaches of state, prancing chargers

all will I give thee."
But the First Secretary replied:
"Why should I desire all those

things, Sire, without life? The abyss
is deep and dark. Shapeless rocks,
holes and hollows that form new
abysses prevent my arriving at the
bottom. Seek some one of lower
rank and mayhap you can induce him
to take the risk."

The king called his Chief Steward
and, after recounting to him his mis

fortune, begged him to go down to
the bottom of the abyss and search
for his beloved's gift.

"Ten millions of pieces of gold shall
be thine, if thou returnest to me with
that pledge the love of her whom I
adore. The peace of the whole world
depends upon you finding it."

But the Chief Steward replied:
"Why should I desire all those

things, Sire, without life? The abyss
is deep and dark. Shapeless rocks,
holes and hollows that form new
abysses prevent my arriving at the
bottom. Seek some one of of lower
rank and mayhap you can induce him
to take the risk."

The king called in turn his com-
manding general, his priest, and his
judge and for the same service of-

fered to one a basket
full of brilliants, to the other two
million pieces of gold, and to the
other one million pieces of silver.

But they all replied:
"Why should I desire all those

things, Sire, without life? The abyss
is deep and dark. Shapeless rocks,
holes and hollows that form new
abysses prevent my arriving at the
bottom. Seek someone of lower
rank and mayhap you can induce him
to take the risk."

The king then remembered that he
had in his domains many hungry
men burdened with children; and he
called them. After explaining to them
his misfortune, he begged them to go
down to the bottom of the abyss and
search for his beloved's gift.

"A bag of copper money will I give
to him returns to me with that pledge
the love of her whom I adore. The
peace of the whole world depends up-
on its being found. The bag of cop-
per money will give bread for half a
year to the children of the man who
wins it"

The hungry men accepted the of-

fer and they all disappeared into the
blackness of the abyss.

Came then a long interval.
One man alone came up with the

I king's ring. And the kingrseeing the
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