
THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO BEST TOLD
STORY OF FAMOUS CONFLICT

The finest description of the great
battle of Waterloo was written by
Victor Hugo, perhaps the most fa-
mous of all French authors, in his
wonderful romance "Les Miserables."
Another great battle is imminent on
the same field which ruined the great
Napoleon, and our readers will un-

doubtedly, be interested in Hugo's
story of the first Waterloo. The Day
Book will print it in two chapters,
the following being the first. The sec-
ond chapter will appear tomorrow.

FIRST HALF OF THE BATTLE
Had it not rained on the night of

the 17th of June, 1815, the future of
Europe would have been changed. A
few drops of water, more or less,
prostrated Napoleon. That Waterloo
should be the end of Austerlitz, Provi-
dence needed only a little rain; and
an unseasonable cloud crossing the
sky sufficed for the overthrow of a.--

world !

of the of the
gave Blucher time to come up could
not be commenced before
eleven. Why? Because the
was soft. It was to wait
for it to some little firmness,
so that the artillery could maneuver.

Had the been dry and the
artillery able to move, the action
would have commenced at six o'clock
in the morning. The battle would
have been won and finished by two

three hours before the
turned the scale of fortne.

How much fault is there on the
part of Napoleon in the of
battle? His plan of battle was, all

a masterpiece. To march
straight to the center of the allied
line, piece the enemy, cut them in
two, push the British half upon Hal
and the half upon Tongres,
make of Wellington and Blucher two
fragments, carry Mont Saint-Jea- n,

seize Brussels, throw the German in

to the Rhine and the Englishman
the sea all this, for Napoleon,

was in this battle. What would fol-
low, anybody can see.

Those who would get a clear idea
of the battle of have only to
lay down upon the ground, in their
mind, a capital A. The left stroke
of the A is the road from Nivelles; the
right stroke is the road from Gen-app- e;

the of the A is the sunken
road from Ohain to Braine-l'Allen- d.

The top of the A is Mount Saint-Jea- n

Wellington is there; the left-han- d

lower point is Hougomont Reille Is
there, with Jerome Bonaparte; the
right-han- d lower point is La Belle Al-

liance Napoleon is there.
A little below the point where the

cross of the A meets and cuts the
right stroke, is La Haie Sainte. At
the middle of this cross is the precise'
point where the final battle-wor- d was

There the lion is the
involuntary of the supreme
heroism of the Imperial Guard. The
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A, between the two strokes and the
cross, is the plateau of Mont Saint-Jea- n.

The struggle for this plateau
was the whole of the battle.

Both generals had carefully studied
the plain of Mont Saint-Jea- n, now
called the plain of Waterloo. Al-

ready, in the preceding year, Welling-
ton, with the sagacity of prescience,
had examined it as a possible site for
a great battle. On this ground and
for this contest, Wellington had the
favorable side, Napoleon the unfavor-
able. The English army was above,
the French army below.

Toward four o'clock the situation
of the English army was serious.
Hougoumont yielding, La Haie
Sainte taken, there was but one knot
left the center. That still held.
Wellington reinforced it. He called
thither Hih who was at Merbe-Brain- e,

and Chasse, who was at
Braine-l'Alleu- di
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