
LETTER TO EDITOR
FOOD AND TRANSPORTATION
Editor Qay Book: I read with in-

terest your articles on One Man's
Opinions and if you can bear with
me I would like to express another
man's opinions.

It seems tb me that the cold stor-
age houses were a public benefit rath-
er than a menace. I understand their
object is to preserve food from a time
of plenty to a time of stress in years
past. I can remember when the fluc-

tuations in prices between the sea-
sons were much more than now and
I can only give modern methods of
preserving it the credit If prices are
high now, remember they will be still
higher next winter, and the law of
supply and demand will control prices
for the best, if left unhampered by
artificial restriction.

There is immense quantities of
food rotting in the fields every year
because the producers cannot get it
to market without loss, and the abil-
ity of the country to produce food is
only limited by their ability to sell it
is produced.

If you want to find the key to the
cause of high prices look up the
transportation problem. Less than a
month ago they raised the freight
rates on some roads to pay dividends
on watered stock that Harriman and
his kind put on the market. He may
be gone, but his water keeps on pay-
ing dividends.

And our government (for which I
voted) only this summer passed a
currency act with watered stock as
security.

By this morning's news the govern-
ment is contemplating buying mer-
chant vessels in company with private
interests that win give a chance for
another deal like the U. P. Railroad,
where the government paid for it and
the other fellow owns it.

The war in Europe has exposed the
worthlessness of watered stocks. The
exchanges have shut down so the
public can not learn their true value,

but the ones on the inside can still
buy and sell at private gale.

Some superficial observers think
the tariff is the cause of high prices,
but the tariff only affects the price of
foreign products. But the railroad
levies a tariff between the city and
country and it works both ways and
on everything. Even the foreign im-
ports after paying the tariff duties
have to pay another tariff to the rail-

roads and watered stock before it
reaches the consumer.

When we license a peddler the con-

sumer that deals with him pays the
license in the increased cost of the
goods and when we send an alderman
or schoolteacher to Europe on a
pleasure trip at public expense it all
comes back either directly or indirect-
ly in the cost of living. W. J. Smith,
6158 Ellis Av.

SUMMER ON THE RIALTO
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First Actor What's the news
about about new productions, old
chap?

Second Actor Things a?e quiet,
except at one free lunch counter
where they're putting out a new of-

fering in the shape of pickled beets.
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