
LETTERS TO EDITOR
COUNTY JUDGESHIP

Editor Day Book: The county
judgeship is the most important trust
in the gift of th"e electors. The county
judge not only controls the public-hel- p

institutions, such as the County
Hospital, the asylums for the insane,
defective and otherwise mentally
helpless, the poor farm, etc, but he
is the virtual ruler of the elections.
He assigns polling places, appoints
judges, etc., at will, determines the
interpretation of the statutory quali-
fications of voters and supervises
elections.

Upon the county judge therefore
depends whether the voters shall have
a free and untrammeled opportunity:

FIRST To vote at all. SECOND
To casta free baHot, THIRD To get
the ballot counted as cast. In brief,
the county judge holds the defeat or
victory of any elective candidate for
office in the hollow of his hand. If,
therefore, a man of character, inde-
pendence and ability holds the office
of county judge he is a sure guaranty
of honest elections, but on the other
hand, if he be a weak, ambitious dem-
agogue, controlled by sinister selfish
interests, "he becomes the greatest
danger to the community conceiv-
able.

County Judge John E. Owens, who
is now seeking has proved
himself a servile tool in the hands
of laborVbitterfest foe, William Ran-
dolph Hearst. Typical instances of
the spectacular operation of the elec-
tion machinery, in the hands of Coun-
ty Judge John B. Owens, we find in
the manipulated defeats of Edward
P. Dunne for mayor, William Cunnea
for state's attorney and Daniel L.
Cruice for superior court judge. It is
for the purpose of emancipating the
vote of Cook county from the despot-
ism of William Randolph Hearst and
his satellites headed bv Judee John R.
Owens that the progressive wing of
the Democratic party has .placed mi

nomination for county judge Daniel
L. Cruice.

Mr. Cruice is no machine candi-
date. There was no collusion, no po-

litical deals involved in his choice as
the people's candidate. He accepted
the invitation to run on the under-
standing that he must be left abso-
lutely free if elected to use his own
judgment in the conduct of his of-

fice. He has given no pledges to
any one of his supporters. The cam-
paign being conducted for him by
his friends is a practical recognition
of the sterling qualities of heart and
mind Daniel L. Cruise is noted for.

His boyhood days were passed as a
sailor on the Great Lakes. Later he
became a postoffige employe. During
that time he availed himself of every
opportunity to improve his- - mind.
While sailing on the lakes he finished
his academic education in the Univer-
sity of New York and while running
on the railway mail service he studied
law and was admitted to the bar.

He was a warm and close friend
of Governor Altgeld and is a great be-

liever in his principles and policies.
He was the organizer of the Refer-
endum League in 1902, the fruit of
whose activities makes it possible for
the people of today to hold direct
primaries and direct elections of Unit-
ed States senators.

Mr. Cruice was also the moving
spirit in the demand for immediate
municipal ownership. Besides these
distinguished public services Mr.
Cruice has worked steadily for hu-
mane legislation, such as adequate
compensation for injured workers,
abolition of child labor, etc. y.

Mr. Cruice has many friends who "'

love him for his broad and humane
sympathies and who respect and ad-
mire him for integrity
and courage. They honor him for his
loyalty to friends and his generosity
to foes and trust his judgment be-
cause of his masterly knowledge of
the great issues and problems of the
day. It would indeed be a calamity
If jthe electors of Cook county should


