
an auxiliary cruiser, has been sent to
the bottom off the'West African coast
by the light cruiser Highflyer.

This first real naval success, fol-
lowing on the admissions of ground
lost in the Belgian-Frenc- h campaign,
was received with great cheering by
the membership.

Afterward Keir Hardie, who oppos-
ed England's participation in the war,
created a bitter demonstration when
he tried to cross-exami- Sir Edward
Grey regarding the neutrality nego-
tiations. His evident attempt to force
the government to reveal its negotia-
tions with the other governments an-
gered the membership, who howled
Hardie down and would not permit
him to proceed.

Paris, Aug. 27. While the general
staff has closed the avenues of news
from the front because of the se-

riousness of the situation, enough
has been permitted to leak through
to indicate that the allied lines on the
north are again under heavy pres-
sure.

The admission that a flanking
force of Germans, said by some to
number nearly two army corps, has
been operating against the extreme
left, indicates that the Germans are
trying to force the withdrawal of part
of the allied lines from the center
and thus Weaken it. It is not believ-
ed that this will be permitted, as the
reserve forces in the northwest
should be strong enough to take
care of any new assault in this sec-
tion. Catvalry raids in this section
have already been repulsed by the
French artillery with great havoc to
the enemy.

The very frankness of the news-
papers in admitting today that the
French defense has received a se-

rious check has had the effect of
clearing up the situation. The
damage is not believed irreparable
and, even though the allied lines are
forced back well within French y,

the consensus of opinion is
that long before Paris can be se
riously threatened must

withdraw to meet the Russian perfl.
Significant of the difference be-

tween the offensive and defensive
tactics was a statement today by the
war office that the German losses to
date are estimated at three times
those of the allies. And the latter
are admittedly "staggering."

London, There is no official con
firmation of the report, sent by the
Ostend correspondent of the Daily
Express that the great French man-
ufacturing city of Lille has been sur-
rendered to the Germans. The war
office professes to have no informa-
tion whatever about the matter.

The Ostend story states that the
fortifications in the neighborhood of
the city were abandoned and that
the mayor issued a proclamation
warning all of the inhabitants not to
resist the German occupation, and
disarming the local police. It says
the Germans later occupied the city.

London. The newspapers today
bitterly complain of the censorship.
They declare newspapers abroad are
being permitted to tell the facts and
they warn the cabinet that little en-
thusiasm can be expected for the war
or recruiting be stimulated unless
some of the real facts are permitted
to become known.

London. The allied army Is giving
way in Northern France. The war
office, however, refuses to furnish
any details, but insists that the
movement has already been provided
fqr. Reports that the forts of Long-w-y

and Montmedy have been captur-
ed by the Germans are again current,
Their capture, however, is declared
by the military experts to be compar-
atively unimportant inasmuch as they
already had been isolated by the Ger-
man enveloping movement.

The chief puzzle, 'however, is the
whereabouts of the British troops.
The French war accounts place them
at several points within French ter-
ritory and this is accepted as meaning
that the Germans now control all of
Southern Belgium and are well across
the French border.


