
PAPERS SHOW ROTTEN ACTION
OF R. R. CO. AGAINST GIRL

New York, Oct. 27. Att'y Ben
jamin Oppenheim announced today
that he had 4Jed suit for .$300,000
damages against --the Metropolitan
Street Railway Co.

Back of the announcement lies an
amazing story of how for 18 years
the street railway company sought
by legal tricks and the bribery of wit-
nesses to avoid the payment of a
judgment for $5,000 to a little girl
they had crippled for life. The plot
reached its climax in the company's
agents securing the disbarment of
Oppenheim, the girl's lawyer.

After 17 years' struggle Oppen-
heim has secured his reinstatement
at the bar and also a court order
directing the company to pay Harriet
Nugent, his crippled client, the $5,000
with accumulated interest, a total of
$14,000.

But the company is now bankrupt
and in the hands of a receiver, Dou-
glas Robinson, who has refused to
pay the $14,000 to Miss Nugent.

Miss Nugent was struck by a street
car when she was 3 years old, and,
as a consequence, one of her legs
was amputated. She is an orphan
and was recently found by a police-
man in a BrookhjBi street delirious
from hunger and exposure. For 16
days she had beeii hobbling around
the streets in a vain hunt for work,
sleeping in doorways, penniless and
without food.

The girl was taken to a hospital
and after she was revived told her
story. After the verdict was given
against them the company seat its
agents out to get the witnesses to
change their testimony. The mother
of one girl witness was paid $250.
Another girl who refused to be "per-
suaded" was deliberately ruined
through the agency of a barber, who
was paid to take her on a trip to
Philadelphia.

The next step was to "get" Oppen-
heim. Through witnesses paid by the
company, the Nugent verdict was set i

aside and the lawyer disbarred. Years
later an agent of the company named
Baggs produced papers which he had
been ordered to burn, but which he
had preserved. These papers proved
conclusively the plot against the crip-
pled girl and Oppenheim. They1 show-
ed payments to witnesses.

Miss Nugent is still penniless and
apparently as far as ever from 'the
$14,000 owing her.
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BITS OF NEWS

Ass't State's Att'y E. J. Raber got
away from 2 stick-u- p men by hop-

ping fence.
Indian summer gone until 1915.

says Prophet Cox.
Women interested in welfare of

18th Ward invited to branoh meeting
of Women's City Club at Dr. H. G.
Hutchins' home, 1901 Monroe st. Mrs.
Annie S. Bemis will speak.

Tomorrow night is ladies night at
City Club. Little ballot questions will
be discussed.

Work on new municipal lodging
house annex at Washington blvd. and
Desplaines st. rushed:" Will lodge

men.
Charles Gortell, partner of Ernest

Erickson in $60,000r bankrupt furni-
ture swindle, to testify before Judge
Landis today.

Capiases issued for arrest of Henry
Huttig, pres. Rosehill Cemetery, and
Abraham Levine, cashier Ashland-Twelf- th

State Bnk, when they fail-

ed to appear in court and give bond
today. Indicted in LaSalle St. Bank
investigation.

New York. Hamburg-America- n

line denied report that steamer Vat-erla-

would be sold to satisfy judg-
ment held by Warring and Gillow,
London.

Norfolk, Va. Torpedo boat Pauld-
ing, with 32 men aboard, ashore near
Lynhaven Inlet

Dallas, Tex. 3 small stores wreck-
ed by explosion in Western Union
Co.'s storeroom. Damage $15,000.

Fort Smith, Ark. Irene. Ozment,
19, run down by auto. Probably fatal.,


