
HOYNE
TAX JUDGE OWENS

Behind a "John Doe" tax inquiry
started in the County Court this
morning is the biggest stack of evi-

dence ever collected by any state's
attorney of Cook county on taxes, tax
dodgers, tax fixers and all the big and
little tax

Piled up on desks and in filing cases
and in steel vaults in State's Attorney
Hoyne's office in the comity building
are official corporation records of
stocks and bonds and personal prop-
erty held by people living in Chicago.
Hayden Bell, assistant state's at-
torney, has been working eight
months now on this one special job
of tearing open the game of the tax
fixing. An extensive card index sys-
tem listing thousands of properties
has been prepared under the imme-
diate direction of Patrick Murphy,
another assistant. From two to ten
men have been digging into records
and reporting their findings. Tney
have gone slow and careful.

Now, the inquiry starting today be-

fore Judge Owens, will "let the ax fall
on the rottenest tax System in the
world," Hoyne said today.

"My men have the goods," said
Hoyne," and this action of today will
end in the biggest scandal that has
hit Cook county in years."

The inquiry is practically an open
grand jury hearing. The bill of in-

formation filed does not name any
persons. What it does, however, is
to throw open the whole tax system
of Cook county to investigation. Any
kind of questions about taxes, assess-
ments and tax officials can be asked
of anybody the state's attorney wants
to call in and put on the witness
stand.

"Nowhere in this country is there
a tax system so outrageously unjust,
so open in its disregard for the tax
law' said Hoyne. "We are going
into court and lay bare the whole
system. Idp not say there are indi
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STATE'S ATTORNEY STARTS SENSA-
TIONAL INQUIRY BEFORE

hornswogglers.

vidual criminals responsible. That
question shall be decided by the
court."
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This Hoyne move today has a big
meaning when connected with the
passionate declaration made by Mar-
garet Haley before three different
audiences of teachers last week
Miss Haley said:

"I tell you I have absolute knowl-
edge of jobbery of millions of dol-
lars through the tax system. And I
say to you that if the people of this
city could know what is going on in
the tax offices of Cook county, they
would rise up in revolution."

At the same time Miss Haley said
she had information directly frofh
men in the coal business that one
large coal company, which is practi-
cally the coal trust of Chicago, has
for many years dominated the Board
of Review and the Board of Asses-
sors. Owners of downtown skyscrap-
ers were forced to come across to this
big company with their coal contracts
or else be "soaked" in their tax as-
sessments, was the charge of Miss
Haley.
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ELECTION A GRAND VICTORY

SAYS BURLESON
Washington, Nov. 5. "The elec-

tion is an overwhelming victory all
along the line," declared Postmaster
General Burleson after a conference
at the White House yesterday.

"It is the first time is the history
of the country with one exception
that the party in power carried the
House after revising the tariff," he
said, "and this one exception occur-
red with the passage of the Dingley
tariff when Republicans had 'the ad-
vantage of a general patriotism caus-
ed by the Spanish war. Then they
only won out by a majority of twelve
members in the house."

"Our majority in the house," said
Secretary Tumulty, "will run from 29
to 45."


