
BUSINESS DEPRESSION CAUSED BY WIVES SEEKING SUPPORT
FROM DESERTING HUSE BANDS SAD TO REALIZE
By Jane Whitaker.

If I should ask you what will bring
about in the quickest manner a slump
in a man's business or a heartbreak-
ing inability on his part to get work
you might hazard a dozen guesses,
but unless you had spent some time
in the divorce court or the Court of
Domestic Relations, you wouldn't
guess the one thing that is most dis-
astrous in this respect.

It is a wife's appeal for alimony or
for the support of her children.

Really, it is tragic what a terrible
result this has on the prospects of
a man. Plunk! Gone is his business
that netted him several thousand dol-

lars a year before his wife brought
him into court. Bing-ban- g, gone is
the nice little job he had for several
years, and the best he can do is to
assure the judge that after weeks of
fruitless searching he is convinced he
can martyr himself no farther than
to go willingly to the Bridewell be-

cause it is. impossible to support his
wife or children.

In the Court of Domestic Relations
yesterday was a most pitiful instance
of this.

Peter Herron has a taxicab stand
in front of the Hotel DeLuxe on, Wa-

bash avenue. Peter has three cars
and hitherto he made quite a large
amount of money steering people
around the city.

But that was before .his wife Til-l- ie

entered divorce proceedings and
then brought him into court to pro-

vide for his two children.
Now his condition is pitiful. On

cars valued at $1,400 he has a mort-
gage of $1,475. And though he has
not been, able to make a bit of money
ia almost two months he owes three
large bills for gasoline. The Sep-

tember rent on the barn he uses as
a garage is not paid and he and his
cars will be turned out into the "cold,
cruel world, for not only the cars but
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since business slumped so astonish-
ingly.

From many sources has he bor-
rowed money, but, alas, all of his
generous friends have now declared
he shall not have one more penny.

With tears in his voice Peter told
the story of his sudden poverty. His
lawyer laid it to the closing of the
redlight district,-bu- t Peter himself
laid it upon the shoulders of his wife,
who, he says, came around and both-
ered him.

And when Judge Fry told Peter
that in spite of his sudden loss of all
source of income and with the wolf
right at his abode, the barn, he must
pay his wife $10 a week for the sup-
port of the two children, Peter's law-
yer assured the court that Peter
might as well be taken at once to the
Bridewell, for he had not a friend
left to even go on his bond, and as
to paying $10, a week, why, impos-
sible! Peter must be a martyr to his
poverty!
- But I have a sneaking notion that
Peter was out on 1aond before the
day closed.

Then there was James Dacoma,
1638 Wentworth av. James has hith-
erto had a nice job paying him as
much as $22.50 a week, but he has
been utterly unable to get another
job and the best he could do after
quite a long inner debate was to
promise he would pay if he could se-

cure a job.
The sad part of it is that the wives

do not show the least bit of sympa-
thy toward their suddenly stricken
husbands. Each wife declares that
Diogenes' search for an honest man
will remain fruitless if her husband's
story is to be considered an example
of honesty.

"He has plenty of money. He
makes lots of money. He could get
work. He won't get work. He won't
give me any money. He has money."

And so they deal out stones in
Peter has been sleeping in the barn I place of bread and I have even seen


