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GIRLS OF THREE NATIONALITIES STILL WAGE UNITED
, . FOR BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS

By Jane Whitaker
Over three months ago I told the

story of a number of girls who had
been "selling their birthright for a
mess of pottage""by-.doin- g work that
took tremendous toll of womanhood
and doing that work at a wage from
one-ha- lf to one-thi- less than was
paid workers in the same industry in
any other factory in the state.

The conditions under which these
girl broom and whisk tyers had la-

bored at the factory of the United
States Broom & Brush Co. and the
wage they had been paid for their
labor was so extremely bad that it
seemed when the International
Broom and Whisk Makers' Union
took pity on them and organized
them that the battle would be a short
one. It seemed that it would only be
necessary to show how unfairly the
girls had been treated to make the
company realize that decency de-

manded a remedy.
The battle, however, still goes on.

And it is Tjeing marvelously fought.
The girls are not English speaking,
they are Polish, Russian and Lith-
uanian, and to hold them together, to
inspire into three different national-
ities the spirit that means

of the individual for the good of
the many, is a wonderful task to ac-

complish.
It is more wonderful in view of the

conditions these girls face. In the
coldest weather we have had, when
the thermometer was around zero
and none of us wanted to loiter a
moment longer than necessary out of
doors, these girls' have been silently
picketing the factory from which they
are striking. They have picketed it
in the coldest hours of the day, in the
early morning and in the evening and
still they haven't the least intention
of quitting until they win- - They
have spurned all attempts to .have a
few return so long as all are not to be
granted their demands. They have
made httle of every hardship, . .
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Perhaps some of their courage
has been due to the loyalty of or
ganized labor. Women from the
Women's Trade Union league have
been, teaching the girls English twice
a week in the restroom on Milwau-
kee avenue.

Organized labor has contributed
so farjnor than $2,000 to carry on
the fight. At the last meeting of the
Int Broom and Whisk Makers' Union
No. 29 they voted to assess each
member $5 to help this fight.

On the Thursday before Christ-
mas the Women's Trade Union
league will have 'a Christmas party
for the girls to give them a few hours
of happy forgetfiilness.

And all the while every attempt
has been made to show the United
States Broom and Brush Co., who
formerly manufactured in the Joliet,
M., and Jackson, Mich., prisons un- -,

der prison contract labor, that it is
their duty to pay these girls the same
scale of wage that workers in "every
other factory are paid, but the ef-

fort has been in vain.
At the last conference held with

E. C. Jones, manager of the com-
pany, and his attorneys, Genchall
and Gruver, Jones declared they
could not pay the same wage with-
out losing money, despite the fact
that his competitors are able to
pay it

He declared that the only way he
would consider arbitration would be
if he were permitted to include in
his expenses all overhead charges,
rent, machinery, supplies and every
other expense, instead of on the ba-
sis of the scale of wages in effect not
only in organized shops in the same
industry, but in unorganized shops
as well.

There doesn't seem to be much
hope that the battle will be won soon.
The only victory gained so far has
been the conviction of William
Wright a foreman, who was charged

J with having taken indecent liberties


