
GERMAN ADMIRAL BELIEVES WAR BETWEEN
U. S. AND JAPAN INEVITA'BLE

Note The following significant in-

terview with the supreme head of the
German navy, the first he ever grant-
ed to an American newspaperman,
was secured by the United Press rep-
resentative several days ago, prior
to the raid of the German fleet on the
British coast. But transmission was
delayed until the utterances, even
though they be those of the highest
naval commander of the German em-
pire, could be sanctioned and vised iy
his colleagues of the general staff.
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Grand General Headquarters of

Kaiser, in France, Dec. 2, via The
Hague to New York. Dec. 22, (Delay-
ed for official vise by general staff)
"America lias not raised her voice in
protest and has taken little or no ac-
tion against England's closing of the
North sea to neutral shipping. What
will America say if Germany declares:
submarine war on all enemy mer-
chant ships?"

Grand Admiral von Tirpitz, min-

ister of marine, regarded the strong-
est man in the German government,
and possible next chancellor, and
whose marvelous; organizing genius is
largely responsible; for Germany's
fleet, peered shartly at me as"he lean-
ed forward and put the, question to
me, in the first interview he has ever
granted an American correspondent:

"Why not?" he continued. "Eng-
land wants to starve us! We can play
the same game. We can bottle her
up and" torpedo every English or al-
lies' ship which nears any harbor In
Great Britain, thereby cutting off
lafge'food supplies."

"What are your excellency's views
as regards the Japanese problem?" I
asked.

"Thatjs for you. That is what-yo- u

Americans will have to face and meet
and we will be the onlookers," On this

Von Tirpitz straightened up. His
finger pointed straight at me, as he
said quietly: "I meant that in jest
about our being onlookers. That
would depend on circumstances. One
thing I will say Germany will never
abandon the white race. Japan will
make China a vassal and will militar-
ize its millions. Then it will be for
your country to look out! Admiral
Togo once said to a European: 'Next
will come a general European war,
,then will come a great war in which
my race will be against yours.' "

England's act in bringing in the Ja-
panese, Von Tirpitz holds to be high,
treason to the white race. It is in-

explicable to him that Americans can
view with apparent indifference Ja-
panese activity In the Pacific and
their apparent inability to foresee
grave possibilities arising in the near
future.

"That," he replied, "will depend up-
on England. It is said that England
wants a war to the hilt. If England
insists upon that, we can accommo-
date her, but there are some who still
hope that England will be sensible
and will listen to reason."

"Then I take it Germany does not
want to carry the war to the bitter
extreme, or 'to the hilt,' as your ex-
cellency has termed it?"

"Certainly it is not our desire or
wish, but if England insists upon
fighting the war to the hilt, we will be
there."

I believe that Von Tirpitz is not one
of those who clamor for the complete
crushing of England (even if possi-
ble1), and I doubt whether he consid-
ers it possible. I gather that he is op-

posed to an aerial invasion of Eng-
land, or an attack upon London from
the sky, except as a last resort, and
that in his opinion Zeppelins so fat
have not proven themselves without
strong rivals as a navy arm m the
heavier type of hydroplanes.

It appears o me ha he considers
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