
PARLIAMENT MEETS ON WILSON
SHIPPING PROTEST

London, Dec. 30. Not since the
early days of the war has popular
interest been so centered on a ses-

sion of the British cabinet as today.
It was a special"" meeting and was
called to take up the formal protest
filed by the United States against the
right of search and seizure now in
force by British warships on the high
seas.

Sir Edward Grey came back from
his holiday vacation to handle the
matter in person. He went direct
from the train to the foreign office
and took up with his subordinates
the text of the protest of the United
States, as filed there by Ambassador
Page. When he entered the cabinet
meeting he took with him the note
and the reports already compiled by
his assistants answering the various
points raised by the United States.

Inasmuch as the American position
is based on the interpretation of in-

ternational law made by the legal ex-

perts of the state department at
Washington if was not believed that
the protest can easily be disposed of.

It was pointed out that on at least
a few of the points raised there is a
wide difference of opinion on the part
of international law experts and that
it .was very probable that on these
very points lengthy negotiations
with the United States probably
would be necessary.

England is sharply divided into two
factions as result of protest of the
United States against the right of
search on high seas. Official Eng-
land accepts the protest in the friend-
ly manner in which it was made.

Unofficial comment places the ac-

tion as unfriendly and attributes it
to German influence at Washington.
Even in official circles there is a dis-

position to contest the claims of the
United States that America's export
trade has been seriously interfered
with by Great Britain.
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