
cording to the terms of signed con-
tracts.

But would the owners, as a body,
follow their present line of conduct
if there was no regulation? Would
they refuse to tamper with a man Be-

longing to another club? That is the
big question, and the howl going up
from the organized fellows indicates
that some of them want protection
from within their ranks just as much
as from without.

There isn't a doubt but what some
owners, their pockets well lined with
coin, would get the best players they
could.

The Federal league, of course, is
playing on this weakness of the fab-
ric of organized ball. It's hope in the
present suit lies in the probability
that there would be a grand scramble
for the stars, with the weaker teams
getting weaker and the stronger
teams stronger.

Many other business ventures are
conducted without the aid of any-
thing resembling baseball's national
agreement, and are conducted suc-
cessfully. It isn't reasonable to sup-
pose that the employes, of these busi-
nesses have a monopoly on the
world's honesty.

If magnates could work in har-
mony without the mailed fist of re-
pression to hold them in line, the na-
tional agreement could be thrown in
the waste basket, and there would be
"business as usual." Conditions are
altered, of course, with the Federal
league in the field, but the national
agreement was iron clad before Jim
Gilmore even dreamed of himself as
a league maker.

Ban Johnson comments on the
Federal suit in his usual nonchalant
manner, making statements that are
true, though ridiculous.

Organized baseball isn't a trust, he
says, and any one can buy into the
league. Which is probably news to
Fielder Jones, former manager of the
White Sox and at present leader of
the St. Louis Federals.

Jones quit the American league be

-- W.o. .fr,,,,,.

cause he couldn't buy a block of stock
from the White Sox. That was per-

fectly all right, as President Comis-ke- y

has a right to sell or refuse to
sell to whoever he selects. The
property is iiis, anu ue uas wura.eu lu a

make it valuable. vl
But it is no secret that Jones want-

ed to break back into organized
baseball before the Federals came
along. His only stipulation was that
he be allowed to buy a block of stock
in the club he managed. It is re-

liably reported that at least one club
looked favorably on the Jones propo-
sition, but the dealers of the league
frowned on the venture and Jones
remained up in the northwest.

Also, says Ban, any one can oper-

ate an independent league. But no
small league can be conducted at a
profit unless it comes under the na-

tional agreement, as it cannot secure
players from leagues of higher cal-

iber, it is outlawed, and the members
of organized ball are prohibited frqm
doing business with

is one of the few busi-

nesses that can invoke a virtual
blacklist and get away with it with-- '

out a howl from the public. ,

Judge Landis, before whom the
Federal league suit was brought, is
a rabid fan himself. He has set the
first hearing for Jan. 20.

In the meantime, there is no rea-
son for the fan to get stirred up un-
duly. There will be baseball next sea-
son and for every season succeed-
ing, as long as the fans care to sup-
port it. The final decision rests with
the pocketbooks of the fans.

Larry Lajoie is going home. Cleve-

land's veteran second baseman has
been sold to the Mackmen and will
replace Eddie Collins. Lajoie jumped
the Philadelphia Nationals in 1901
and has been with the Naps since,
managing the team in 1905-- 9, in-

clusive.
Lajoie's batting average for 19

years in the major leagues is .348
and he belted his three thousandth
hit Sept 27 last


