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SHE'D LOSE REASON IF BABIES
DIED AND THEY'RE DEAD

New York, Jan. 6. From her sick
bed in Lebanon hospital Mrs. Ida
Sniffen Walters today r&peated to
Dis't Att'y Martin of Bronx county
her story that she poisoned her two
babies because she feared Lorlys El-

ton Rogers, her "husband," was
about to leave her to return to his
legal wife.

"The eyes of affection are keen,
you know," she said, with a half
smile, "when one is long in love. I
began to feel that I was losing him.
He had hinted to me, most guardedly
at times, as if apologizing for bring-
ing her name into our talks, that his
wife, Mrs. Giddings Rogers, was go-

ing to Chicago to visit her aged un-
cle, O. P. Puller. Then he told me
he was going to Chicago with her.

"That night I thought he had gone
and forgotten me. He and his wife,
it flashed into my mind, had fallen in
love with each other, leaving me
alone with the two children, who did
not know why they were different
from other children and why they
would always be different from other
children."

Mrs. Walters' voice had been
strong and steady. She turned her
gaze toward the window and spoke
more softly when she began to tell
how she poisoned little Lorida, 8
months, and John, 2y2 years, the ba-
bies she has been led to believe are
still alive.

"We were in the bedroom, Mr. Mar-
tin," she said. "Lorida lay on the bed,
John, on the floor, was playing with
his toys. I tell you these little things
because the babies are mine and I
love them more so because they are
getting along so nicely now."

Martin turned away to cough.
"I picked Lorida to go first," con-

tinued Mrs. Walters. "I ground up
a mercury tablet, dissolved it in a
glass of water and placed it to her
lips. She didn't like the taste and J

coughed it back into the glass sev-

eral times before I forced the poison
down her throat.

"Lorida was crying when I took a
second tablet and put it on Jack's
outstretched tongue. He swallowed
it and smiled and called to me as I
started to the kitchen to kill myself.

" 'That was fine,' mother he said.
'Please give me another one.'

"I went to the kitchen and took
three tablets. When I came back
into the bedroom Lorida was squirm-
ing in awful agony on the bed. Little
Jackie was twisted up on the floor,
crying that his 'tummy hurted just
awful.' I couldn't bear to see them
suffer. I called Mrs. Burns, the land-
lady, and she sent for a doctor."

Mrs. Walters' eyes went back to"
the district attorney. She threw her
arms down by her side and sighed.

"Do you know, I was afraid it
wasn't going to turn out this way
both babies getting well. I would
have' lost my reason if they had
died."

Rogers, who remains at Lebanon
hospital, was just outside the sick-
room while the district attorney was
interviewing Mrs. Walters. He at
first insisted that he be permitted in
the room, but later he withdrew on
Martin's order.

Dis't Att'y Martin said today that
he will certainly bring Mrs. Walters
to trial for first degree murder when
she recovers.

Though she is not yet out of dan-
ger, tggattending physician regards
her recovery as fairly certain.
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THE MEXICAN SITUATION
Washington, Jan. 6. Gen. Hugh

Scott, chief of staff of army, wired
Sec'y of War Garrison there is no im-
mediate danger of an attack on Naco
by the reinforced Villa army oper-
ating against Gen. Hill, Carranza's
commander, but that his negotia-
tions to bring the Mexican factions
to an agreement to neutralize a strip
along the border had reached no
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