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is not so good at covering a large!
area of ground.

In many quarters there was a de-

sire to see Berger onthird base last
season. It was believed lie would do
better than some of tie makeshifts
employed there, "and his batting
would probably have improved with
the advantage of daily practice in fac-
ing the pitchers. He wouldn't have
been any worse than Alcock and had
youth in his favor.

Berger is game, a fighting player
and full of team spirit.

His predilection for the coast league
may seem peculiar to some. But there
are at least a score of players on the
coast who could easily make good in
either of the big majors, yet prefer to
remain out in California. They like
the climate, where baseball is possi-
ble all year, and declare they last
longer than in the east, where each
season they must go through a hard
course of spring training, often in
weather than stiffens the muscles.

Several men, when let out of the
majors, have chosen the coast to
either the International league or
American Association, believing their
earning capacity on the diamond
would be prolonged.

"We fought our battles at the gates
instead of in the courts," says Ban
Johnson, referring to the inception of
the American league, using the illus-
tration to show what lilly whites the
American was compared to these
harsh ' cusses who are backing the
Federal organization.

But somewhere in our memory
sticks a recollection of a person nam-
ed Lajoie, formerly attached to the
Philadelphia Nationals, who jumped
to Cleveland. An injunction was se-

cured against him and for a long time
Lajoie was unable to set foot within
the boundaries of Pennsylvania.

Apparently that was an injustice of
the courts against ambitious gentle-
men who were trying to better the
sport for the fans, with a total ab-

sence of selfish desire.

WWiSBPOSPP1"p fp- f" -

Johnson indirectly refers to this
case, but says his league was dragged
into court. True enough, but there
must have been something peculiar
in the way Lajoie was induced to
jump, or the National club would nev-

er have been able to obtain that in-

junction.
President Gilmore of the Federal

league says his circuit has a work-
able plan for conducting baseball if
the national agreement now in force
is knocked out in the hearing before
Judge Landis. What it is we don't
know, and we aren't terribly inter-
ested.

All we want is the coming of April,
when the bat will whang against the
ball once more. These political mat-
ters will adjust themselves in time,
no matter what the courts decide, for
the fans must be catered to.

For quite some period the bugs
have been taking whatever was hand-
ed them and looking pleasant. There
were the rumblings of a revolt last
season when the turnstiles failed to
click so merrily. Some of the mag-
nates tried to attribute this lack of
patronage to the European war, but
the truth is that the fans have had
enough politics.

They want to see baseball, but they
want clean baseball and are going to
have it. The average fan doesn't like
a one-sid- slaughter, even though
his home team makes the killing. He
would rather see two evenly-balanc-

amateur teams fight out a hard game.
That was proven in Cleveland last

season, where 27,000 people attended
an amateur game one Sunday, while
Charley Somers was facing a heavy
deficit in the cash drawer. The Naps,
were down in the race true enough

but the fans wouldn't turn out even
to watch the big stars.

John Kling, former Cub catcher,
was defeated in a three-cushi- bil-
liard match last night by Jess Lean,
50 to 41. Kling had high run of six.

Manager Huggins of the St. Louis
Cardinals announces the trade of Ivy
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