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HAVOC THAT DIVORCE MAKES IN THE LIVES OF CHILDREN SHOWN
IN CASE HEARD IN COUNTY COURT

By Jane Whitaker
I often wonder if, when a husband

and wife decide they-- are tired of
each other and would be happier
apart, it would make any difference
in their subsequent actions could
they look down the road of life into
the futures of the children affected
by this separation and vision the
wreck of their lives that it may
make? Or would they still, in the
selfishness that causes a man or
woman to consider his or her happi-
ness paramount tto that of others, ig-

nore their children's fate?
Such a case was heard in the coun-

ty court yesterday byJudge Thomas
P. Scully. '

A father, a man dfbout 50, had
been brought into court in an effort
to make him support his daughter,
the mother of two illegitimate chil-

dren.
He frankly confessed that he had

been divorced twice and was married
to his third wife. His salary is $35
a week, but he had his lawyer bring
into court a statement to show that
he and his third wife live up to every
cent of that.

"This girl is able to work," the
man's lawyer said. "She can do
washing. It isn't the father's fault
that she has these children. Per-
sonally, I might understand a girl
having one illegitimate child, but I
cannot understand any woman hav-
ing two. She isn't a child. She is 30
years old."

"She has only one hand," the girl's
lawyer interrupted. "How can she
be expected to take care of herself
and the children?"

The father grew emphatically ex-

planatory. "Why, she could always
work. She could pare potatoes and
pick strawberries and do all kinds of
housework. She trained herself to
do that."

Judge Scully began to question and
he discovered that the girl bad been
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14 when the father and mother were
divorced, that there were two other
children of whom the father now
knows nothing, and when the judge
tried to make the father see that the
separation of the parents had prob-
ably been responsible for the fate the
girl met, and that she was especially
entitled to her father's care and pro-
tection in her deformity, the father
placed the blame on the shoulders of
the mother and admitted he had not
visited the girl for years and had seen
her only once in the past year by
accident.

After the case had been continued
to permit an investigation of the ex-

penses detailed by the men which left
him no money to take care of his
daughter in her trouble, I talked to
Judge Scully.

"This court is worse than the boys'
court," he said. "The indifference of
that man to the fate of his child! It
isn't much wonder she has gone
astray. If men and women considered
their children instead of themselves,
there would be no divorces.

'And just as pitiful is the callous-
ness of men and women toward their
parents who have given the best
years of their life often in raising the
children to manhood and woman-
hood.

"These men and women seem to
think it is an outrage that they
should be taxed for the support of
their parents. "They want them to be
charges on the county, or are even in-

different as to whether their parents
starve, so long as the burden of sup-
port does not rest on the children.

"For the past three weeks I have
noticed an old man out in the Deten-
tion hospital. He isn't insane, yet he
must necessarily be among insane'
people in that place.

"I asked some questions about him
and found that he has a little piece
of property that would support him in
some hospital where he could have
medical attention, as his mind is
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