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ONE MAN'S OPINIONS
BY N. D. COCHRAN

Municipal Ownership. One of the
pet arguments against municipal
ownership of public utilities is that it
will create a political army of
ployes. The assumption is that un-
der private ownership no such thing
happens.

Here's a little light on that argu-
ment. According to the report of the
city coipptroller, the average number
of city employes in Chicago for the
year 1913, exclusive of those in the
board of education and public library,
was as follows:
General government 9,807
Public works 4,875
Water works 2,737

Total 17,419
According to the report of the Na-

tional Civic Federation on political la-

bor conditions the number of em-
ployes of quasi-publ- ic service corpor-
ations for 1912 was as follows:
Surface street car companies . 13,182
Chicago elevated companies . . 3,835
Chicago Telephone Co 13,282

' Illinois Tunnel Co 2,030
Commonwealth Edison Co. .. 4,700
People's Gas Light & Coke Co. 4,360

Total 41,389
This same report calls attention to

the fact that Chicago aldermen get
jobs for their friends and political re-
tainers with these quasi-publ- ic serv-
ice corporations, and .quoted Alder-
man Bowler of the 19th ward as
ing (in 1911) that the
wealth Edison had put 75 men to
work for him since he became alder-
man; that the demand for jobs was
strong in the 19th ward and an al-

derman had to do what he could to
. help his constituents.

The report says: "The appoint-
ment of employes in this field by
dermen Is a survival of the spoils
system and it has all the evil effects
of the spoils system elsewhere. It
enables the alderman to strengthen
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his political machine; it is detriment
tal to the best service by the compa-
nies, and it is a serious menace to
the proper regulation of corporations
rendering public service."

All of which is true. At the same
time aldermen who get jobs for their
friends are merely human. The im-
mediate service to a family in the
ward by getting the father, son nr
daughter a job means more in the
estimation of that family than any
service the alderman can render by
regulating rates for gas, electricity
or street railway service.

It would help the alderman polit-
ically just as much to get jobs for
his. constituents in municipally-owne- d

utilities as in the privately
owned corporations, and it would be
better for the city because he would
not place himself under personal ob-

ligation to the privately-owne- d corV
poration.

So long as public utilities are pri-
vately owned, and profit clashes with
service, the owners will seek to placed
aldermen under obligation to them sett
as to influence his vote and influence-o- n

regulating ordinances. '

However, the point is that underj
private ownership we have the same
evil that opponents of municipals
ownership charge against publico
ownership an army of political re--
tainers in the public service. With,
this difference, that employment of j

an alderman's political friends by pri- -l
vately-owne- d utilities carries with it!
an obligation that conflicts with thej1
public interest-Agai- n,

public employes may bo,
placed under civil service, while em-
ployes of privately-owne- d utilities
cannot be, but hold office at the
pleasure of the corporation.
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GENTLE HINT

SAFETY FIRST.
A MASSE SHOT IS AT YOUR

RISK.
A New Cloth Is Worth $10.

BETTER PLAY SAFE.
- Sign in Billiard Room.


