
LOOP TENANT SUES JACOB KESNER
OF RAW TREATMENT

Some choice evidence concerning
the manner in which big owners of
loop buildings treatthejr smaller ten-

ants may be found in the case of
Manning & Co., proprietors of the
Economy Hat Bleachery Co., against
Jacob Hi. Kesner, one of the big boss-
es of loop property. Manning re-
cently filed suit against Kesner for
$15,000.

Manning rented the fourth floor at
214 S. State in May, 1911. Soon
after Kesner, in.building the Consum-
ers' building next door, became in-

volved in a dispute with the owners of
the building and bought it.

In 1913 Manning signed a lease for
the whole fourth floor at a rental of
from 100 to 125 a month for five
years. Manning agreed to allow Kes-
ner to take the elevator out oh con-

dition that they were to get a new
entrance from the Consumers' build- -
mg.

When the Consumers' building
was finished Kesner did put an "en-

trance through, but within ten feet
of the rear wall in the back of his
shop, over fifty feet from his offices.

Manning refused to use this en-
trance because a building inspector
had warned him that a single en-
trance in the rear would make the
place a fire trap.

Kesner then built a stairway from
the front offices four floors to the
street. This stairway, however, led
through a saloon and cigar store be-
fore reaching the street and as most
of his customers were women, was
useless.

As the saloon closes at 1 a. m. and
does not open until late in the morn-
ing, Manning and the girls who work
for him are locked in from the out-
side or locked out part of the time
while the bar is not in operation.

The stairway which leads through
the saloon is 8 inches too narrow
and, according to a building inspect-
or, is illegal The fact that it is closed
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by a door which locks from the out-
side makes it in violation of the fire
rules.

"The other night we were forced
to work until 1 a. m. When we tried
to get out through the stairway
which leads through the saloon we
found it locked and had to take our
girl employees down a fire escape,"
declared Manning.

"It seems a case of little fellow
against big fellow, small business
against capital and he is trying to
freeze me out One of my girl em-
ployes has threatened to sue me be-

cause she was locked in the other
night and we had to break a door to
get out."
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SAY CITY HAS POWER TO BUY

JITNEY BUSES AND RUN 'EM
The city has legal power to buy

jitney buses and run them. This is
the opinion of the city law depart-
ment Max Korshak and Bryan
Craig, assistants to John W. Beck-wit- h,

corporation counsel, sent the
opinion to Aid. Block yesterday.

About $15,000,000 is in the city's
traction fund, the 55 per cent of prof-
its from street car companies. From
this fund the city has a right to take
money, buy motor buses and furnish
transportation to the people, accord-
ing to the opinion rendered. Also the
city may own a system of bus lines
and lease the ssytem to a corpora-
tion for operation.

If a majority of the voters vote for
the city using part of the traction
fund for jitneys it's a go. The trac-
tion companies have no voice on
what the city shall do with its trac-
tion fund.

The state law which authorizes
the city to go into the transportation
business for itself was passed in 1913
under the recommendation of Gov.
Dunne. The governor is said to have
been the main hand himself in draft-
ing the kvwf


