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LETTERS TO EDITOR
THE JURY SYSTEM. We Amer-

icans pride ourselves on our impartial
' administration of justice. We have
done well considering the fact that
we are still a young nation, but there
are, many corrective measures yet to
be introduqed.

.The official reports of the appellate
court of Illinois prove conclusively
that that court is a court of techni-
calities a court of the rich man and
not of all men.

The jury system is the corner stone
of the English jurisprudence, because
the Anglo-Saxo- ns believed that all
men were created equal, whether rich
or poor and that their grievances
should be given equal consideration
by the law. Fearing the natural preju-

dice of a rich and influential man
when Judging disputes between rich
men .and poor men they took away
from the judges the attribute of de-
cision on questions of fact and placed
that authority in the hands of twelve
men "peers" of the parties to the
dispute. Only with the consent of
both parties could that authority be
taken from the jury of peers and
placed in the hands- - of the judge.

When William the Conqueror in-
vaded England his faith was the faith
of muscle and brute force. He hated
the jury system because it was foe of
special privilege. He believed In the
administration of law by judges not
by juries. Prom the time of William's
advent down to the present time the
votaries of special privilege have
worked upon the jury system.

In .Illinois the value .of the jury
system has been curtailed and has
been partially destroyed by the insti-
tution of an appellate court with
power to reverse the verdicts of Ju-

nes without sending the case back
to another jury for retrial. Such ac-
tion of the appellate court cannot be
questioned or reviewed. Their de-
cision on questions of fact is conclu-
sive. The supreme dourt can review
decisions of the appellate court only
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when questions of law are Involved.
This is true even though the decision
of the three judges of the appellate
court is directly opposite to the find-ing- of

the twelve men of the jury.
Litigation in-- the appellate court is.

expensive. It involves such expense .

as the printing of abstracts of record
and briefs and argument. It is the
rule of the appellate court in all cases
that these hooks must be printed.
This is beyond the means of the av-
erage poor man. This court therefore
encourages appeals by the rich and
discourages appeals by the poor. Its
rules apparently are promulgated by
the rich constituting is a court of
"special privilege."

The appellate court retards in that
it encourages the rich man to evade
a judgment of the e the
rich man can fly to the appellate
court, where it is expensive for the
poor man to follow.

There is no necessity for the ap
pelate court. A Jury of twelve lay
men is competent to pass judgment
on questions of fact and if there is
any question of the equity of the
lower court's decision of law thisi
question can be quickly and finally'
settled by the supreme court. John
A. Ulrich, 5901 Race av.

IMMIGRATION. Persident Wil-
son's reason for vetoing the immigra-
tion bill is he thinks this country-shoul-

be open to the people of the'
world. If he was consistent in that
view he should practice what he
preaches. He uses all the power of
the government and the public money
to exclude and deport the Asiatic peo- - i
pie irrespective of a literary or any
other test

The European people are themost-vicious- ,

autocratic and intolerant of
any people in the world. They have --

invaded and exploited, all the rest of
the 'world, and now when there are
no more lands to exploit they- - are
fighting among themselves for the
spoils. It is y of all rob-
bers since time began. I have seen
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