
COMPERS TO' HEAR ARGUMENTS
OF RIVAL LABOR BODIES

Samuel Gompers and Thos. Wil-

liams of the American Federation of
Labor will hold high court at the
Morrison hotel Wedensday-jnornin- g

to hear supporters and opponents of
the proposed building trades joint
agreement present their cases.

Gompers and Williams will then be
in a position to decide whether the
national body shall take a definite
stand on the issue, order a deeper in-

vestigation or leave the whole mat-
ter to be scrapped out in Chicago's
own back lot. It is also possible that
action looking toward a reconcilia-
tion of the warring factions may be
started.

It will be the first time the O'Don-nellis- ts

and have
gotten together since the lathers,
sheet metal workers and machinists
were kicked out of the Building
Trades Council because they would
not gulp down the things O'Donnell
said they should swallow.

The antis now include not only the
three unions kicked out of the coun-
cil, but also the electricians, glaziers
and painters, who have each practi-
cally daed the Building Trades
Council to throw them out.

The have clear-
ly indicated their position. They de-

mand a repudiation of the proposed
joint agreement or elimination of its
injurious clauses. The banished
unions will not oppose any move to
bring the two factions together, hut
will say that their return to the coun-
cil must be preceded by Simon O'Don-nell- 's

retirement as its controlling
power.

Gompers telegraphed this morning
that he was on his way and would
arrive in a few hours.

Electricians, painters and glaziers,
though they are still members of the
Chicago Building Trades Council,
showed their stand and sympathies
Jtoday when they laid down their tools
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on three because the
contractors were employing non-

union lathers.
They quit work on jobs at Wilson

and Kenmore avs., Clarendon av. and
Irving Park blvd. and 72d and Coles.

Their quitting is in open defiance
with the desire of the Building Trades
Council. Their act is construed by g)
many as being an invitation for the
Building Trades Council to expel
them. The offense against the coun-
cil is greater than those for which
the lathers, machinists and sheet
metal workers were expelled.

The action of these unions in de-

claring a sympathetic strike is not
surprising, for they have not con- -
cealed where they stood in regard to
the outlawed and now locked-o- ut

lathers.
By unanimous yote the electricians

recently voted to support the lath-
ers to the finish in any fight against
unfair contractors. In days not so
far gone by a union which would
have helped the blackballed lathers
would have gotten kicked out of the
Building Trades Council. In those
days Simon O'Donnell had the coun-
cil in thorough grip, but O'Donnell's
grip is not what it used to be.

o o
BANKER KILLS WIFE AND SELF

New York, March 23. Shrouded in
mystery today was the motive for the
murder by Howard Boocock, 39,
treasurer of the Astor Trust Co., of
his younfe wife, and his suicide in
their sumptuous home on E. 74th st.
Police were unable to unearth any
motive other than despondency of
the wealthy young banker. His finan-
cial affairs were said to be in good A)
shape. Two children are Jeft orphans.

o o
TOO MUCH SMITH

Janesville, Wis. Too much Smith
resulted in David Noggle, 18, being
sentenced to Zy2 years in Waupun
prison. Forged name of J. J. Smith
to check, passed it on W. H. Smith
and was arrested by Patrolman Har-
ry Smith.


