
That was my first lesson in toler-
ance, and I have tried to communi-
cate it to my own children-- .

Twenty years ago I passed through
the second of these religious wars.
And it was certainly J;he hell that
Gen. Sherman said war was. It seem
ed as if a plague of hate had swept
the city where I then lived to its fur-
thermost corner. It entered into all
of the relations of life. Even in busi-
ness both Catholics and Protestants
boycotted those of opposite faith.
Children who have been loving play-
mates caught the fever and called
one another names. Christians who
professed to believe that God is love,
Christians who professed to believe
that they were children of the same
God, became almost frenzied with
hatred and it took years for that
community td work the poison out
of its system.

Then, as now, the plague was na-
tionwide. I passed through it with
none of that hatred in my heart, but
with a heart sick with pity for all
who were sick with hate.

The calm followed. Children grew
up and forgot. Neighbors gradually
got well again and resumed their
former friendly relations. Politicians
who had played this religious issue
to their own selfish advantage passed
from public office and dropped back
out of sight into the crowd. Men
and women went back into their
churches and worshipped God as they
had worshipped Him before; and all
as if a tornado had passed and ,its
ravages had been repaired and for-
gotten.

Now it has come again. History
is repeating . Another generation of
American citizens is drawn into the
seething, twisting convulsions of an-
other hurricane of hate and com-

munities all over this country are
mad.

The pity of it all is that those most
deeply affected are earnest, honest,
patriotic men and women whose very
souls are stirred by the belief that
they are fighting for the free institu
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tions of their country, and they are
ready to fight 'with all theeal of
martyrs. Most of them are entirely
honest in their belief that they are
saving the country from a foreign
menace and their public schools from
destruction.

And on the other side, objects of
hatred, are just as honest, earnest
and patriotic men' women and chil-
dren who are entirely innocentof any
unpatriotic designs, and who can't
believe that their creed, their church,
has any unfriendly designs on the
wellbeing of our common country.

I am writing as one absolutely op-

posed to any union of church and
state and as one who would stand
with the last for our public school
system. But also as one who can-
not hate iis brothers and sisters be-- --

cause of any difference of opinion, no
matter whether it be of politics, creed
or something else.

I am glad I don't hate anybody.
For hatred punishes more the man
who hates than the man who is hated.
Hatred is a sickness of the mind that
eats into the soul like a malignant
cancer.

I am little interested in kings, czars,
emperors and other rulers of men. I
am little interested in Catholic, Pro-
testant, Jewish or other clergy. Any
or all of them might do something I
wouldn't approve, or attempt to do
something I don't think should be
done. But that wouldn't make me
hate the members of their churches
any more than the conduct of a shep-
herd would 'make me Tiate sheep.

But I would condemn the politician
be he Protestant, Catholic or Jew
who would fan the fires of hate to
further his own selfish ends.
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Vancouver, B. C. 50 Tcnown dead,

scores injured, when snowslide swept
mine bunk houses at Howe sound; 35
bodies recovered.

New Orleans. Louisiana supreme
court barred bible and prayer from
public schools in state. Opposed to
constitutional religious freedom.


