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' SUPREME COURT JUDGE-WATSO-

HITS CORPORATIONS
State's Att'y Hoyne argued before

the supreme court that proof of
crookedness in elevated railroad
finance is hidden books and
records of the elevated trust.

Samuel Insull, head of the trust,
and William G. Beale, his lawyer,
fought against Hoyne's claim that
the records ought to be brought into
open court, so the people of Chicago
can know more about what's going
on.

Now comes along the supreme
court with an opinion written by Jus-
tice Watson for the right to search
Insull's books. It backs up the claim
of Hoyne. And it is filled with refer-
ences to crooked corporations oper-
ating secret swindling systems. It
reads in part:

"The powers of a corporation might
remain unused tor years. Its share
of capital stock might be all held by
another corporation and kept in ex-

istence merely as 'muniments of
title'. During all those years a
dummy organization might be kept
in existence with or without the for-

mality of annual elections, the off-

icers being only nominally such, but
really officers and employes of the
dominant corporation helding

shares of stock.
"Public officials, acting in perform-

ance of a known duty, might bring
an action of quo warranto to test le-

gality of certain acts of the corpora-
tion to maintain such dummy organ-
ization and be barred of the right of
action by affidavits made
and without the right of

and based upon corporate
records, files and transactions un-

known to and not within the control
of such public officials. Such we hold
was not the intent of lawmakers
when the present quo warranto stat-
ute was enacted. If so the purpose
to simplify and make more direct the
procedure in quo warranto has failed.
The evils suggested may be relieved
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against by hearing the evidence of
witnesses in open court."

"In most, if not all, cases to test
legality of acts of private corpora-
tions the evidentiary facts cannot be
well known to the representatives of
the people. Proof of such facts can
usually be supplied only by the off-
icers and agents of the corporation
and can usually be found written only
upon its records."

The opinion points to writs by
which facts may be forced from cor-
porations and says the quo warranto
law would be useless if courts had to
take only such information as the
corporations wish the court to know.
In short, the supreme court says In-
sull and his lawyers are trying to
evade obedience to a law by which
the people can find out what is going
on in public service corporation
offices.

RUTH SOPER STANDS BY "REV."
JAMES DARNELL

Ruth Soper, whom Rev. James
Morrison Darnell, was convicted yes-
terday afternoon of transporting
from Owatonna, Minn., to Kenosha,
Wis., in violation of the Mann act,
stated today in Milwaukee that she
would apply personally to Pres. Wil-
son for a pardon if Darnell is Sen-
tenced to federal prison.

The girl, who has stood loyally by
Darnell throughout his trial, was
confident, however, that the "marry-
ing pastor" would obtain a new trial
and that he was sure of acquittal in
that case. Federal Judge Geiger will
make his decision next Thursday re-
garding a new trial and if it is ad-
verse he wil sentence Darnell at
once.

Miss Soper, with her mother and
her son, "James Mor-
rison Darnell, Jr.," will return to Ow
atonna tonight
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Ella Wheeler Wilcox advises hus-

bands to treat their wives as they do
their business partners. If they ever
do the divorce courts will be jammed


