
THERE HAS BEEN SOME CHANCE
IN LABOR AGENCIES

Halcyon days of graft for labor
agencies are drawing to an end.

In times past the labor agent game
was one of easy money. Chicago
abounded in labors-bureau- s of the
rankest sort. In fact, tew seemed
free from the stigma of graft The
chances for making big hauls
through shady practice were so big
it required strong will to resist the
opportunity to pick up some bunches
of easy coin by a little underhand
work.

Now the labor agencies have the
state labor commission to contend
tend with. Also they have one R. J.
Knight, inspector of licenses, to an-
swer to.

In the past month Knight's office
has forced the Chicago labor agen-
cies to refund $6,000 in fees,
has secured court conviction against
one and has started proceedings
against two others.

Aside from the $6,000 refunded,
perhaps an equal amount or more
has been given back at no dictation
from the license office. For instance,
one agency which refunded $200
through Knight's office is known to
have in the same time refunded $900
of its own accord direct to men who
made claim to the refund without
having recourse to the license inspec-
tor. Mr. Knight believes that by the
end of the present fiscal year the
ngencies will have refunded 100,000
to complaining clients.

In the old days it was a common
practice for the agencies to work in
collusion with gang foremen. A gang
of men would be hired for a con-
struction job. They would pay their
fees to get the job and be shipped to
the place. After working a short
while they would be fired, and the
.agent would send out more men. The
more men sent the more fees se-

cured. Itw as a modified method of
robbing the workingmen of their fees
and time.

Today the agent that indulges in
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such a practice is taking a long
chance. If the agent is adjudged at
fault after the case is reported to
Knight's office he must refund at
least three-fift- hs of fee charged and
complainants are generally reim-
bursed for return carfare from the
job.

In case of flagrant violations the
agent is hauled into civil court. If a
foreman is in the deal Knight goe3
after his job through the employer.

A great handicap to the work
against crooked labor agents is the
men. They are long on complaints,
but often short on evidence. Even
when the men have a strong case
they often fail to turn up to testify.
That makes the case a harder one.

o o
PORTUGAL NEARLY NORMAL

AFTER MUCH RIOTING
Lisbon, May 17. After two days of

anarchy and fiercest rioting, Portugal
was nearly normal today. Dispatches
reaching here said that garrisons in
Santarem and several cities sur-

rendered to the revolutionary forces
at mignight. The new cabinet formed
aboard the battleship Vasco da Gama
last night assumed control of the gov-

ernment today.
The whereabouts of the deposed

president, Dr. Manoel Arriaga, are
unknown. Joao Chagas, the new
prime minister, is enroute here from
Oporto.

o o
WOULD OUST THE OBNOXIOUS

NEIGHBORS HOLD MEETING
One hundred women living in the

vicinity of 31st and Michigan av. will
meet this afternoon in the Lakota ho-

tel, Michigan av. and 30th st., to pro-

test against the moral tone of the
neighborhood, which has taken a
slump since the old redlight district
has been obliterated.

Mrs. George Bass, former president
of the Women's City club, will preside
at the meeting. The women will dis-
cuss the best steps to take to rid
themselves of some obnoxious
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