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JANE BARNARD SAYS
FOR WIDOWERS

BY JANE WHITAKER
There is a splendid opportunity to

be facetious about a
home for widowers. Somehow it
strikes the funny-bon- e of most peo-

ple to imagine a man sewing the
buttons on Willie's shirt or combing
the tangles out of Susie's hair, but
the reality, unfortunately, is not a bit
humorous.

The death of a mother in most
cases spells the breaking up of the
home. It is a very common thing in
the juvenile court to hear probation
officers testifying that the father is
unable to properly care for his chil-

dren.
It is not an unusual thing to hear a

father in the fear of losing his chil-

dren, the one tie that now binds him
to home life, promise he will engage
a housekeeper or do anything if the
court will but leave his little family
together and a little while later hear
the same man ask the state to put
his children where they will be kept
from running wild.

I remember one case that was very
pathetic. The first time the man
was brought in court he insisted that
he was able to look after his boy and
girl and he begged so piteously that
they be left to him that the court
gave him another chance.

Less than a month later he was in
court again. His little girl and boy
had been arrested in a park late at
night. They were running away be-

cause they did not like the house-
keeper he had provided to take care
of them.

"I am beaten," he said, with tears
slowly dropping from his eyes though
he tried to blink them back. "I
thought they were safe in bed. I had
to be out that night and I thought
the housekeeper would watch over
them, but there isn't anything more
I can do. I'm beaten."

I talked to Mrs. Jane Barnard on
the subject of the proposed

HOME
IS NECESSITY

tive home. Mrs. Barnard is a juve-
nile probation officer in the court of
domestic relations. Her duty it is to
investigate home conditions that are
reported unfit for children, and she .

is perhaps more familiar with the 'v. ''
subject of a man's unequal fight to
maintain his home after the death of
the mother of his children than most
women.

"Please emphasize the seriousness
of this," she said to me. "I feel that
the home proposed by
Mrs. Bishop is the only solution of a
problem that has confronted every
court in the city of Chicago, munic-
ipal and circuit

"Such a home is absolutely needed
for the laboring class of people. At
a time when a man's heart is broken
because of the death of his wife there
comes a double grief in that he has
to be separated from his children.

"It takes all the courage qut of
him. Deprived of home life he drifts
to the saloon and it is almost unne-
cessary to draw a picture of children
thus orphaned who could have had
the moral support of one parent at
least

"The arrangement for
bachelors is not at all new. I know
of some young men who have a suite
of three rooms in which they cook
and entertain just as they would in
their own home, and a maid comes in
during the day while they are absent
at business, washes the dishes, makes
the beds and cleans up generally so
that everything is in first-cla- ss order
at night KJ

"If it is possible for bachelors, why
isn't it possible and much more ne-
cessary for widowers who have
young children?

"Each family could have a small
suite of say three rooms and it would
cost a very nominal sum. It has been
figured that a man could be main-- .

tained for $1.37 and 87 cents for each
child."

. --,, ... --, --- - wri


