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THE PUBLIC FORUM
THE WORKINGMAN'S GREATEST

HANDICAP. The difference of lan-

guages is the greatest handicap to
the workingman. The present war
in Europe woulcttiaye been unknown
if instead of the nine or ten different
tongues of the combatants there had
been only one. Just suppose there
was published in London a paper a la
Day Book using French as the uni-

versal language and this publication
had a large circulation in every one
of these countries and a correspond-
ent in each large city.

Any article of news concerning the
ecopjjmic condition of the Germans
would be of interest to the Russians
or vice versa. This would have the
effect of promoting a feeling of
friendliness rather than that of en-
mity so necessary before any war
can be successfully carried on. Dif-

ference of religion stands second to
that of language as a handicap. Yours
for a free press. Chas. E. Dahner.

STRONG FOR PEACE. Read re-
cently the letter, "Concerning War"
signed "Frank Smith." It's all very
fine except the last paragraph, in
which it reads, "If it can be had
(peace)." What do we do?

We don't want to go over to Europe
to kill people and become killed, but
we help them all we can by our ma-
terials.

Would it be a wonder if some or all
the nations' fallen victims for the old
brutal war feelings and ignorance
glanced viciously over to the U. S.?

I want to tell Frank Smith wheth-
er or not we can have peace depends
upon the stand we take toward the
war. .

I was surprised to see, however, the
way The Day Book and its readers
have changed (?) its sentiments in
these few months the great war has
lasted.

When the war first started the feel-
ings of most of us would not be dis-
turbed by war talk. But now even a
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sensible a man as Frank Smith allows
doubt and uncertainty to creep into
his brains.

The other day I wrote a letter to'
each of the Illinois U. S. senators and
to President Wilson urging peace and
I think it would have a great influ-

ence if each did the same. M. E. L.

CRIME. I wish to say a few words
through your columns on the enor-
mous amount of crimes and holdups
perpetrated in Chicago.

It is a very sad reflection on the
administration of Chicago that noto-
rious crooks, holdups and thugs are
allowed at large to freely molest, in-

sult and kill citizens. Every day we
hear of holdup men beating up inno-

cent men and women and yet very
little effort is being made to bring
them to justice. What is the "func-

tion of the legal institutions of a city
when it is commonly known that
political pull obtains freedom for the
biggest criminals?

In fact, the police and the criminals
are supposed by the citizens of Chi-
cago to be in I have
been informed by a very intelligent
police official that the ordinary po-

liceman gets no credit whatsoever
for running in thugs. They may risk
their lives to get a common criminal
to see their captive released through
political pull. I vouch that there is
not a city in the world where such
unspeakable thuggery prevails.

The impression one gets after re-

siding here a couple of years is that
one is never safe with his life, and,
furthermore, that when held up very
little protection should be expected
from the police.

Surely there is some means open
for solving this problem here in Chi-
cago. It seems that the demon of
graft is so woven in" every institution
in Chicago that people are in despair
in regard to purging it of the bloody'
stain. I do not believe in capital pun-
ishment, but I should strongly urge
that all thugs and professional vag- -

i rants be put away in institutions for


