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BLAME FOR THE LUDLOW DISASTER PLACED
ON SHOULDERS OF JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, JR.

Kansas City, June 1. That John
D. Rockefeller, Jr., was personally
responsible for everything that hap-

pened in Colorado was proven abso-

lutely by the industrial relations
commission, according to the states
ment of Frank P. Walsh, chairman,
yesterday, who added that the men
who led the Colorado strike were
fighting the same fight for liberty
"against an enemy as powerful and
menacing as any ever faced by our
revolutionary forefathers."

"The record of the Washington
hearing of the commission," said
Chairman Walsh, "is remarkable, to
my mind, chiefly because every major
indictment brought against the
Rockefellers, father and son, as well
as the other coal operators working
with them in Colorado, by the bitter-
est of agitators, has been proved out
of the lips of John D. Rockefeller,
Jr., or the men whom he hires to
carry out the joint wills of his father
and himself; in most instances back-
ed up by letters over the signature of
these men.

"Political domination, intimida-
tion of the gqvernor, contempt for
government and the American' peo-
ple as a whole, the prostitution of

' the state to private interests; an utter
contempt and disregard for the state
and federal constitutions as well as
for statute laws, the horror of the
Ludlow massacre, the exploitation of
miners by economic pressure and the
viler forms of larceny; the attempt to
make it appear that the coal com
panies had met in conference repre-
sentatives of the strikers when such
was not the case; the carefully or-
ganized and extensive campaign un-

dertaken to deceive the people all
these have been established beyond
all doubt from the testimony of John
D. Rockefeller, Jr., and his personal
lieutenants.

"Above all, the commission has
proved the absolute responsibility of
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., himself for
everything that happened in Colo-

rado.
"If the Colorado record were not

sufficie'nt to give us the color and
bent of the mind of John D. Rocke-
feller, Jr., we should still have a per-

fect record of his mental processes
in the article of Prof. Stevenson',
which he endorsed as 'one of the
soundest and most forcible presenta-
tions on the subject of capital and
labor he had even seen.'

"It does nb injustice to the spirit
of the article which Mr. Rockefeller
so lavishly praises to call attention to
that portion of it in which Prof. Stev-
enson conceded, for the sake of ar-
gument, that 700,000 little children
die annually in America on account
of nt of themselves
or their parents, and asserts that
their deaths must be conceded to be a
blessing to themselves and to the
community, adding that 'such chil-

dren should not have been born,' and
'unskilled labor is mere animated ma-
chinery.'

"With the record of the Colorado
investigation before them the Amer-
ican people will be blind indeed if
they fail to see the folly of trusting
to the good intentions and the phiL--'
anthropic impulses of men like the
Rockefellers."

Chairman Walsh announced that
the commission would assemble in
Chicago within ten days to prepare
a report of its findings.

Trinidad, Colo., June 1. Labor ex- -
tended a Memorial day tribute to the
victims of the Ludlow disaster of
April 29, 1914, when ,21" persons lost
their lives in the battle and fire that
destroyed the tent colony. Several
hundred members of trades unions
and the United Mine Workers of
America paraded and afterward deco-
rated the graves with flowers.


