
MIDWIVES PERFORM.ABORTIONS IS CHARGE
POOR GIRLS AND RICH WOMEN PATIENTS

Two women inspectors of the state
board of health, who have become
authorities on illegal operations and
"wild cat" maternity homes through
years of experience, will be called be-

fore the subcommittee on health of
the council, which 'is probing 'mid-wiv-

and maternity homes. Aid.
Carl Murray, chairman of the com-
mittee, has called a special meeting
for next Wednesday.

Mrs. Purcella Seivert has been
with the board thirteen years. Her
sister, Mrs. Anna Kibbell, has been
eight years investigating for the
board.

There are 600 midwives in Illinois
and the majority perform illegal op-

erations, according to these women.
"Recently they haye begun to ad-

vertise," said Mrs. Seivert. "They
know how hard it is to convict them
and they are growing bold. When we
visit them they brag of their trade.
They tell of wealthy women who are
regular customers and Tiow the ma-
jority of their cases are working
girls.

"In the rooming house district of
the North Side, in the vicinity of
Clark st and North av., there are
midwives who told us that their trade,
is largely composed of girls who
work in the downtown department
stores."

"There are doctors on the West
Side who advertise a nerve tea in the
papers," broke in her sister. "We re-
cently convicted a man by the name
of Max Goldsmith for practicing med-
icine without a license. He was
fined $200. A Polish girl had visited
him. He told her that she was in a
delicate nervous condition and that
she must take medicine, which he
gave her.

"This medicine produced an abor-
tion. The girl wanted a baby. Her
husband was horrified. They assist-
ed us in prosecuting Goldsmith. I
understand that he has moved from
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his ofiices on Milwaukee av. to some-
where on South Halsted st."

These investigators have come in
contact with thousands of women
who have had illegal operations per-
formed. They have divided them
into three groups. The first, and
most numerous, is the working girl
to whom a baby means ruin. The
wealthy women, who wants to have
a good time, comes second. Last is
the betrayed girl.

"The price of the operation varies
according to the subject," continued
Mrs. Seivert. "On the North Side are
midwives who cater to society women
exclusively. They charge $75 and
up. There is a Bohemian midwife at.
Paulina and 19th st who will perform
an illegal operation for $2. The num-
ber of operations are increasing
yearly. I am very glad to see this
campagn under way. I do hope they
will be able to remedy the present
conditions."

Both women will recommend that
midwives be licensed and compelled
to report all of their cases to the
state board of health.
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MAKING THE BEST OF IT

Onlooker Can I do anything for
you, old man?

Victim Yes. you might hand me
the cheese. It's kind of hard for me
to reach it in this position.
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