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THE PUBLIC FORUM
HALF-DA- Y HOLIDAY. Some

time ago I read an article in The Day
Book which interested me very much.
It concerns the half holiday for em-
ployes of department stores-Wh- y

is it that when a store like
Mandel Bros, is human enough to
grant their employes a half holiday
during the summer weather that
everybody seems to think it's a treat
and make a big fuss about it. They
even put it in big print to attract at-
tention.

But when a store like J. M. Carroll
Co., 805 Milwaukee av., have granted
their employes a half holiday for the
past three months nobody seems to
take notice or it Reader.

APPROVES GOULD'S STAND
In view of B. A. Gould's statements in
The Day Book of June 7 I can only
reply that humanity is prone to err
and, on the basis of his remarks, I
am not adverse to admitting that my
statement concerning the army and
navy was one of my big mistakes.

I should have added when I made
the statement: "According to the
stories of some ex-na- boya"

I really did not think that Uncle
Sam was in favor of such practice,
but on the spur of the moment I did
not modify my statement in accord-
ance with my opinion. The chances
are that the particular parties, on
whose authority my remarks orig-
inated, happened to have no personal
prejudice against immorality, and I
was a bigger fool than my infor-
mants in accepting the opinion of in-
dividuals as authority for the stan-
dards of organizations.

The article of Mr. Gould carries a
momentous conviction in disfavor of
vice. I wish every one in Uncle
Sam's service could read it; also the
thousands whose ideas concerning
the army and navy are typified in my
former statement.

I have no desire to be a knocker or
unpatriotic; nor do I want to usurp

T space in The Public Forum for per
sonal laudation, but I want to make
this open apology to all parties to
whom I brought unjust reflection by
misconstrued views of the army and
navy. I want to thank you, Mr.
Gould, for your manly stand. How-
ever, let us not lose sight of the main
issue in personal arguments. Wm. J.
Acker.

FREE SPEECH. The words free
speech sound very beautiful. In ev-

ery age, in all countries, great indi-
viduals have suffered agony, torture,
pain and sorrow to preserve this
great emblem.

But free speech s only in "name,
not a reality even to the
radicals, who claim they live and are .
willing to die to preserve free speech.
A great many of them mean free
speech only for themselves; not for
the other fellow.

To illustrate how very few people
believe in free speech, we had with
us recently in our city for a little
while a man by the name of Joseph
F. Shatzke of Denver, Col. I heard
him make a few remarks in one of
his lectures about the reason why our
grand civilization has turned into an
insane asylum. It is because people
do not think and reason for them-
selves. He said the only way to abol-
ish this social unrest was to establish
a Temple of Reason, an institution
for intellectual development, where
all, irrespective of creed, denomina-
tion, nationality or race, could enter
this temple, listen and be heard. All
lectures delivered must be debatable.
Did this man get any support? No!

After his lectures he asked people
for their moral support, and the

radicals who cry. for free
speech opposed the Temple of Rea-- x

son.
This plainly shows free speech is

not desired in Chicago, and those
who claim to have Open Forums are
simply there to grind their own axes
and to be caged in their small circle,
where no one is allowed to unfold

!


