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JU.D. MERRIAM TELLS HOW TO
MAKE CRIME

Quincy, III., June 1Z Wages,
"houses and jobs have a straight con-

nection "with crime, and If you want
to help along inmaing more crime
and njore criminals then go ahead
and

Pay low wages. Drive people to live
in slums and tumble-dow- n houses
where there are no bathtubs and
where so many men, women and
children are crowded into the rooms
that the air is bad and they all
breathe the same air over again and
over again. Make men desperate by
forcing them to walk the streets day
after day looking for jobs.

This was the message of Aid. Chas.
E. Merriam In a talk to the Illinois
'Bar ass'n here Friday. He read to the
convention this conclusion of the Chi-

cago city council committee on the
'causes of crime:

"The pressure of economic condi-
tions has an enormous influence in
producing certain types of crime.
Unsanitary housing and working con-

ditions, unemployment, wages inad-
equate to maintain a human stand-
ard of living, inevitably produce the

.crushed and distorted bodies and

.minds from which the army of crime
is recruited. The crime problem is

.not merely a question of police and
"courts, it leads to the broader prob-
lem of public sanitation, education,
home care, living wage and" industrial
democracy."

Merriam pointed to these results of
"the work of the crime committee:
' 1 Publicity given to quantity and
classes of crime by requiring publica-tio- n

of police "squeal book."
f 2 Crime prevention made a dis-

tinct issue In mayoralty election of
el915 and chief of police appointed
pledged to this program. "Police or-

ganization and methods now rest
jwith the chief of police with a day of
reckoning ahead."

c
3 State's attorney has taken up

investigation of police graft and
have been returned.

4 Activities of professional bonds
men curtailed.

5 Additional facilities for psycho-
pathic laboratory.

6, 7 and 8 Bond issue of $250,000
for farm colony at Bridewell ap-
proved by voters. Also $1,199,000 for
Improvement of police stations and
for shelter house for women.

9 System for payment of earn-
ings of prisoners in Bridewell to their
families initiated.

10 Bills for recommendations
drawn, pending in legislature, and
many likely to pass.

11 Recommendations of commit
tee approved by city council with a
pledge "to the program outlined in
the report of the crime committee for
the punishment and prevention of
crime in Chicago."

o o
THE CHI. BUILDING TRADES

COUNCIL SITUATION
Unless the Chicago Building

Trades Council by June 20 abrogates
the Simon O'Donnell uniform agree-
ment and dissolves the conference
board its charter will be revoked.
This decision was made by the ex-
ecutive committee of the building
trades department of the A. F. of L.,
sitting yesterday in Atlantic City.
The board is expected to officially
recognize a new council the Union
Building Trades Council. The new
council will do battle with the old.

Simon O'Donnell, president of the
Chicago B. T. C, says the" uniform
agreement will be annulled. He says
an appeal will be taken to the'bulld-in- g

trades department, which does
not meet for a year and a half.

Structural ironworkers' employers
are trying to bluff the men into a set-
tlement by threatening to make open
shop conditions in Chicago,

o o
SINGING CONTEST BENEFIT

For the benefit of war victims in
Poland nn international Singing Con-
test will be held at Riverview 'concert
grove Sunday.
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