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THE PUBLIC FORUM
WHY NOT SEEK NATURE'S

WAY? The people of Chicago are
facing a strike that will paralyze the
street car and elecated lines of the
city. The basic wrong is the ques-

tion of living wages for the men who
do the real business of transportation
and of excessive remuneration for
the financiers.

There is a wide difference between
$500 and $62,000 per year for men
with the same necessities and the
same desires, and as long as this
disparity exists trouble will come.

But in the conflict between the or-

ganized forces of labor on the one
side and the special privileged forces
of monopoly on the other the great
body of the people of Chicago are
'going to suffer grievous wrongs. The
men and women and children who
have put $16,000,000 into the coffers
of Chicago during the last seven
years will receive scant consideration
from the combatants.

If there was no other way to in-

crease the wages of id men and
trim the excessive remuneration of
monopoly we should suffer in silence
and wish that strikes should always
succeed. But the financiers get ex-

cessive remuneration because the law
of equal freedom is violated and mo-

nopoly is allowed to exist As a rem-

edy the strikers propose another vio-

lation of the law of equal freedom.
The monopoly arbitrarily gets exces-
sive remuneration because the natu-
ral law is violated.

The monopoly business of trans-
porting passengers is made by law a
private business. It should be a pub-
lic business, operated for the accom-
modation of all the people and not
for the filling of private money bags.
It should pay remunerative wages to
operatives and furnish adequate ac-
commodations to the people at cost.

The city was very near this desir-
able condition at one time, but wage-earne- rs

abandoned the administra

tion that proposed the reform antl
turned the city over to the monopoly.
The result is $16,000,000 of plunder
taken from wage-earne- rs in the way
of excessive transportation charges
and the grinding down of operations
by poverty wages for seven long
years, and the prospect of another
labor war for a strike is nothing
but a war against the unemployed,
who seek the jobs vacated by the
strikers.

This is not an attack upon organ-
ized labor, but a suggestion that five
years of energetic work to bring
about equal freedom for all men, by
the abolition of all monopolies, will
do more to better the condition of
wage-earne- rs than fifty years of
strikes and lockouts that seeTc no
natural cause of trouble, but aim. to
fix wages in an arbitrary way, not
touching the natural law, which if en-

forced would abolish monopoly, open
more opportunities than there are la-

borers to fill and give to labor its en-

tire product
Wage earner: After the strike is

over, or sooner, if possible, go to
Single Tax headquarters and get "So-

cial Problems," "Progress and Pov-

erty" and "The Land Question."
There you will find the way out from
all your financial troubles. George
V. Wells, 6050 South Park Av.

AGAINST THAT BILL It would
certainly be a pity if the proposed bill
which will deprive the city council of
its power to decide in the matter of
public utilities would be passed at
Springfield.

The five commissioners proposed
at $10,000 each would add consider-
ably to the expense of the city and
the city council is certainly more ef-

ficient to decide in accordance with
the people's wishes as regards pub-

lic utilities.
Suppose that in the early days in

this country when a new colony set-

tled the leading man would have said
to the others: "Now, boys, I will put
some of you to work to make thosq
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