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JUDGES BLAME THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM FOR
TRAGEDIES AND COMEDIES OF THE COURT

BY JANE WHITAKER
"The economic situation is un-

doubtedly one of the chief factors in
causing domestic strife." Judge
Harry N. Fisher, presiding over the
court of domestic relations.

"The money situation seems to be
the greatest trouble. The husbands
do not make enough to support their
wives and children and the women
become desperate." Mrs. Harry N.
Fisher who presides over the do-

mestic court of Judge Fisher.

These are the opinions of two
judges of domestic relations I inter-
viewed yesterday as to the chief
cause of the tragedies and some-
times the comedies that unravel
themselves in endless reels in the
court of domestic relations. Judge
Fisher has been on the bench in this
court for several weeks and has
heard hundreds of cases; Mrs. Fisher
spent Thursday night beside her hus-
band on the bench and listened to
sixty cases in the night court.

I asked Judge Fisher his opinion
after a tiresome repetition of cases
wherein the plea of the man was lack
of work and the cry of the woman
was lack of money

Otto Huber pleaded he would sup-

port his wife and two children if the
judge would give him another chance
as he had secured a position yester-
day. Mrs. Huber said she had been
working for two years to support the
children herself and she was no
longer fit to do it Huber was order-
ed to pay $6 a week beginning June
30.

John DeVorta, father of three chil-

dren, pleaded that he had been un-

able to get work for three months
and left Nelson & Co., packers, where
he worked as a butcher, because he
didn't get enough money there. He
said he had averaged $9 a week with
that firm. Mrs. DeVorta sobbed in
the court that her mother had been

working and supporting the grand-
children and could do so no longer.
DeVoorta was ordered to get work
inside of two weeks.

It was the case of Joseph Thomp-
son that brought the comment of the
important part economics play in do-

mestic strife. Joseph was not very
young and he is the father of eight
children. He looked very weary and
hopeless and he had a bright mois-
ture in his tired eyes as he plaintively
explained that he does what odd jobs
he can get, shoveling coal and un-
loading lumber, and gives his family
what money he makes.

"The underlying cause of domestic
trouble seems to be poverty," Judge
Fisher observed.

"Do you think it is poverty brought
about by laziness or through inabil-
ity to obtain work?" I asked.

"I haven't been here long enough
to make a social diagnosis," the judge
answered, "but it has seemed to me
that the economic situation is un-
doubtedly one of the chief factors in
causing domestic strife. One cannot
call it laziness, for at the present time
there are many cases coming into
court of men who cannot support
their wives and children because they
are unable to work owing to the
building trades strike. They frankly
say they want to support their fam-
ilies, but they are unable to go to
work and in many cases these men
would never have been in this court
were it not for the economic situa-
tion.

"Then, while I am not quite ready
to express myself on the psycho-
pathic question, a good deal of that
can be seen in matters that come be-
fore me, but again that is, in a sense,
an economic question.

"A great many people are incapable
of due probably, to a de-

gree of ss which
make them economically dependent.
Whether that is a primary or sec--
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