
ALDERMAN RODRIGUEZ LAYS SOME DOINGS
OF "L" ROADS BEFORE COUNCIL

' Stating that the city paid 55 per
cent of the expenses accrued by
Henry Blair in his negotiations to ob-

tain control of the elevated railroads
for the Rockefeller interests,
man William Rodriguez introduced
an order into the council last night
asking for an investigation into his
charges. According to Rodriguez, it
cost $100,000 to complete this

"Blair was chairman of the board
of directors from 1908 until 1911,"
said Rodriguez. "During this period
he acted as the representative of the
Rockefeller interests in obtaining
control of the elevated roads. He
used the cash of the railway com-
panies to consumate this merger. For
his services he was awarded $5,000,-00- 0

worth of common stock. The
National City Bank of New York vio
lated the U. S. banking laws by loan-.- -
ing the sum of $2,275,688, a far larger
amount than is allowed by law as the
capital account of the 'L roads.

"Now Blair neglects to account for
this stock and capital account in the
receipts of the company and thus de-

prives the city of its 55 per cent of
the net receipts. This is an oppor-
tune time for an investigation of this
kind because of the claim of the rep-
resentatives of the company before
the arbitration board that they can-
not pay their men a living wage.

"If the rest of the affairs of the
company have been managed in a
like manner I cannot see how they

( can pay any wages at all.
"The company is now spending a

large amount of money in the daily
papers in a campaign of pacification
and to gain the public confidence. At
the same time they claim they have
not sufficient funds to pay the in-

crease asked for. In this investiga-
tion we will probably find out what
truth there is in these claims."
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Aid. Rodriguez said that he obtain-
ed the information about Blair shar-
ing the Rockefeller melon from the
testimony which developed from a
hearing of the State Public Utilities
com'n of a petition to dissolve the
Chicago "L" Collateral Trust

As Alderman Rodriguez finished
Aid. Capitain jumped up. "I move
that this order be referred to the
local transportation committee," he
said. The motion was carried.

Aid. Merriam's ordinance prohibit-
ing the sale of liquor at public dances
was defeated. The ordinance came
as a minority report of the license
committee. A motion was made to
place it on file. The two Socialist
aldermen, Rodriguez and Kennedy,
asked to be excused voting on the
motion because they had not learned
the wishes of the people whom they
represented. This gave the con-
servatives a long-wait- for chance.
Alderman after alderman arose and
accused the two of' not having the
sand to vote. Alderman Merriam in-

troduced an order that they be ex-

cused.
"If these two gentlemen had walk-

ed over to Old Quincy No. 9 when
this matter was called they would
have been called good citizens and
good aldermen," Aid. Merriam said.
"This sudden uprising of civic virtue
surprises me. I think that the mem-
bers of the city council should be
ashamed of themselves for treating
the representatives of a minority
party in such a manner."

The order failed to pass and the
two aldermen split their votes, Ken-
nedy against filing the ordinance and
Rodriguez for it They both stated
that they were voting, this once, on
their personal views and not those of
the people they represented.

"The Socialist party has called a
convention in Chicago during Sep-
tember for the consideration of the
liquor question," said Kennedy. "You
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