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"INVENTIONS A BLESSING TO HUMANITY, BUT

LABOR DOESN'T GET SHARE OF BENEFITS"
In the days of the horse car a

car would handle from 400 to
500 in a day. Along
came the electric car, which car-

ries as many on a round trip.
The mule power means of

transportation was abandoned. A
far more profitable as well as
more rapid and comfortable
transportation medium replaced
it. But no benefit from the im-

provement has come to the men
who toil.

Inventions have come as a
blessing to humanity. Labor is
entitled to its share of the zene-fi- ts

that accrue. But labor has
never gotten its share. When a
great mechanical improvement
has resulted from the creative
genius o fsome mind capital has
taken the plum and thrown to
labor the seed and the rind.

The above is what Wm. D. Mahon,
international president of the Car-

men's union, told the street car arbi-

tration committee hearing yesterday.
"We contend that these improve-

ments were not all created solely for
the capitalists to get more dividends,"
said Mahon.

"The capitalist corporation reaps
enormous added profit on each in-

vention which reduces the cost of
production. The working men are
entitled to share in the increased
profits resulting from the advance of
civilization. There is no other way
for a working man to share in the
benefits of improved machinery ex-

cept by shorter hours and better
wages.

"The number of hours a man works
has a direct effect upon his life. Go
into a district of the city where live
the ones who toil long hours. Then
go to where the me-

chanics live, and then look to where
the iffice men dwell. Notice

the squalor of the first district Look
at the pallid faces, the wearied walk,
the air of despondent resignation, to
compare this to the happy-face- d me-
chanic or the bank
clerk. There is a difference. The
daily length of a man's labor toil
counts heavily in weighing his health
and happiness."

Mahon made the most impressive
witness of any who have taken the
stand at the arbitration hearing The
whole tendency of the civilized war is
toward a reduction of the hours of
labor, he said, and his plea for short-
er hours for the car men was ear
nest and convincing.

Touching the question of salary,
he said a man could not properly sup-
port a wife and three children on
less than $1,215 a year. This allowed
for only meager amusements and no
luxuries.

The men rested their case yester-
day. The company will begin its side
Monday morning. It promises to be
finished by next Friday.

BITSOFNEWS
Loss of $29,000 superior court

funds in La Salle St bank may be
charged to R. J. McGrath, clerk.

Alfred Gloor, 1726 Lunt av., hurt
when auto crashed with car.

Mayor Thompson issued call for a
conference on school finance quiz m
office Tuesday.

Christ Otzer, 2910 Eastwood av.,
dead. Hit by auto truck two weexs
ago.

Emma Bowman, 854 Wrightwood
av. .struck by auto driven by John
Madden, 5433 Winthrop av. Madden
arrested.

William Hamilton, 3736 Bosworth
av., drowned when auto plunged into
river at Fullerton av. Three others
arrested.

First Cavalry I. N. G. left for week
at Fort Sheridan. Started in rain.


