
.squares nse a checker board, while
he pours shrapnel into each square.

A battery of six "75s," attending
to business, will fire about 72 shells
a minute, or 4,300 an hour, Each
shell bursts in or above the trenches,
scattering death wth its bullets. The
idea is to smother the trenches with
a storm of these terrible hinJL

In the battle of Neuve Chapelle in
one afternoon the British fired 250,-00- 0

of such shells and in the entire
operations of that week about 1,000,-00- 0.

Each shell costs about $13.
This is the way money is burned

up in this war. Every German
shell costs about $274 to

fire. When the Germans bombarded
Dunkirk this spring they used
guns at a distance of 21 miles. Each
explosion of these guns cost

It is all very well to say that when
the warring nations pay "separation
allowances" to soldiers' dependents
and high wages to munition-makin- g

workmen they merely circulate!
wealth from hand to hand. There is
a different story to tell of the battle
line. Oh the battle line staggering
sums of money are hourly burned up
in tons of costly explosives and every
day sees the annihilation of wealth
that represents the labor of toiling
millions.

On the British front alone, only 31
miles, the wastage in soldiers' rifles
amounts to 10,000 a week; wastage
by breaking, injury and .loss. The
French battle line is 543 miles long
and the Belgian is 17. Suppose the
French and Belgian wastage to be
proportionally equal to the British
and we have a weekly wastage of
180,000 rifles at about $10 each.

These are but small and random il-

lustrations of the prodigious destruc-
tion now being wrought in every land
where the war rages.

So for the expenditures of the na-
tions engaged in this war amount to
about 15,000,000,000. Of this amount
about $6,000,000,000 represents
wealth actually destroyed, burned up

or torn to pieces on the natkmal ac-

count.
But the estimate of the daily cost

of the war, about $50,000,000, in-

cludes only these expenditures on the
national account, which are but the
beginning of the story. -

Taking together the two main bat-
tle fronts, about 600,000 habitations
and other buildings of men have been
destroyed. Some towns and. many 9villages and hamlets have been oblit-
erated. Enormous areas of the most
valuable forest have been cut down
or swept away by shell fire. Thou-
sands of square miles of territory is
ruined flor cultivation for the next
two generations, because the trench
work digs up the sterile subsoil.

All of Southern Belgium .and
Northern France, all of Poland, much
of East Prussia and much of Galicia,
are covered with endless net works
of these trenches.

Aside from the list of war vessels
that have been destroyed, a list
astoundingly long when you come to
look at the whole of it, about 250
merchant ships have been sunk,
some of them of great value.

The destruction of tangible wealth
in the San Francisco fire disarranged
finances for the next two years and
created the conditions upon which
the panic of 1907 was pulled off. The
losses at San Francisco, terrific as
they seemed to be, were literally
trifles compared with the losses al-
ready wrought in this war.

By Feb. 1 next the national debts .

of the warring nations will havebeen
doubled, and yet these totals that be-
wilder the imagination will represent
less than half of the real total of
cost, for the destruction of property
will be at least as much more. Qp

This means tangible wealth. When
we come to the losses inflicted upon
business in all lands and the national
expenses sustained by the neutral na-
tions of Europe, of which little has
been said so far, the mind whirls in
any effort to grasp the entirety of this
cataclv"


