
FEDERAL OFFICIALS ATTEMPT TO SIDESTEP
BLAME FOR EASTLAND WRECK

BY CARL SANDBURG
. After interviews in the Blackstone

hotel with William C. Redfield, secre-
tary of the U. S. department of com-
merce and labor, and A.-- L. Thurman,
acting secretary and also the lawyer
of the TJ. S. steamboat inspection
service, I wrote these down as true
and important points that have a con-
nection with the Eastland sinking
and the investigations now pn:

1. Sec'y Redfield lacks knowledge
of vital matters in his department or--

Sec'y of Commerce Wm. C. Red-fiel- d,

who defends his department.

ganization. This lack of knowledge
borders close to a serious ignorance.

2. Solicitor A. L. Thurman is a
high man of the steamboat Inspection
service, who is secretive, brutal, un-
democratic, with little or no feeling
for nor understanding of the thou-
sands of workmen who sail the Great
Lakes and risk their lives on vessels.

I told Redfield I have read his
speeches in congress and his book on

efficiency and I knew his record as an
efficient business man. I asked him
whether the Eastland affair had
shown him any necessity for a reor-
ganization of any parts of the steam-
boat inspection service.

"No," he said decisively. Then he
added: "Nothing that I didn't know
a month ago."

"Have you had the inspection serv-
ice give you a report on the Ameri-
can Bureau of Shipping and its bear-o-n

the Eastland affair?"
"That bureau does not enter into

affair. It is a private concern oper-
ated, I believe, by insurance com-
panies."

"But, Mr. Secretary, the local in-

spector of hulls, Wm. Nicholas, told
newspaper men on Saturday that all
standards and tests with regard to
stability of hulls are fixed by the
American Bureau of Shipping. Your
inspection service, Mr. Nicholas says,
njever inspects hulls on stability. This
would mean that the steamboat in-

spection service never inspected the
hull of the Eastland, never inspects
hulls of any vessels as to stability or
tendency to topheaviness. The only
hull inspection made by the TJ. S.
government is with reference to sea-
worthiness. In other words, the
American Bureau of Shipping, a pri-
vate business concern, passes on

and your government
service on seaworthiness, condition
of wood and nails and rivets. That
is the way Mr. Nicholas told it to us
is he correct?"

"That is a matter I am not in-
formed on," said Secretary Redfield.
"It is a matter of law. Sometimes we
want to do certain things, but we
can't because the law specifies other-
wise."

"Your inspector, Nicholas, also
told us that the inspection service has
power to annul action of the Ameri-
can Bureau of Shipping. Do you
know whether the service has ever


