OLANDER SAYS IT TOOK HOUR
TO CLOSE STEAMER GANGCWAYS

How it took the crew of the 8. 8.
Christopher Columbus an hour to
close the eight main deck gangwaya
in 1914, was part of the story
which Victor Olander of the seamen’s
union told the coroner’s jury late last

L

“It would have taken only & few
minutes for the boat to sink if the
engines should have stwpped in the

h of a heavy enough sed.”
Olander declared. “The vessel would
bave soon filled through the eight
six-foot openings in her hull"”

Olander says that he wrote to
Secretary of Commerce Redfield,
clpiming that the inspection service
was roiten. As an instance of its
Inxity, be told Redfield about the
Eangways which could not be closed
quickly hecauss bolts were rusted and
holes plugged with palnt

Olander says that he thought noth-
ing came of his complaint until some
time Iater when a friendly inspector
told him that Charles H. Wescott
had been sent here to (nvestigate.

“The Inspector told me the crew
had been called upon by the inspec-
tors to cloge the gangWays A5 S00n an
they conld.

“The Inspector told me it took
them an hour to get the holes closad
and when it was doneonly every third
or fourth boit had been put into

place.

“Wescott left for his office, telling
the loos! inspactore to write when
the work was done, the Inspector
said.” was the rest of the incldent as
told by Olander.

“If the seamen’s law was in effect
when the Eastland dropped her load
in the river, ghe would have been al-
lowed to carry only 1,060 passengers,
because under the act which goes
inte effect in the fall a boat cannot
take on more than lfe

Nockies of the Chicago Federation of [~

Labor to Bdward Sweel, asasistant
secretary of commerce, wWas quoted
by Olandar.

It reads in part: “Ocean excursiong °
boata have been called “tinder boxes' ¢
but they are not & bit worse thans |
some of the cnes plying out of Chik -
cago right now. Overcrowding excar-
sion boats is going to result in & ter 7
ribls catastrophe some duy." 1

O
CARRY FIFTH OF PASSENGERS I
ALLOWED BY GOVERNMENT ¢
In today’s papers the Chicago, Du- ¢
luth & Georgian Bay Transit Co. pub- ©
lishes an advertisement about Ua big ¢
steamers. the North American and *
South American, | nwhich this stuts-
ment is made: .
“The management lmits these °
ships to less than 600 :

entirely too liberal for

:



