TT'EASTLAND KNOWN AS CRANKY BOAT TO ALL

BUT COMPANY OFFICIALS

The Eastland long before it lald

Transporia
the Enstland for the Western Eleotric
plenic, says he didn’t know that.
And Wajter C. Steele, secretary and
principal stockbolder in the St Jo-
ssph Steamship Co., which
bought the Eastiand for & song after
the people of Cleveland refused to
on her, says he never was told
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Later he met W. H. Hull, manager
of the St. Joseph Steamship Co., and
told him that the bost was a cranky
one and needed repalrs. . His offer of
assistance was turned down.

Adam F. Weckler, harbor master,
told the coroner’s jury that he knew
the boat was cranky and that it had
listed several times when coming Into
the river. He refused fo Jet it throw
off the lines with the load it was
carrying. It sank a few minutes
jater. He declared the steamer
should not have been allowed to
carry more than 1,200 people.

Joseph R Lind, assistant to Weck-
ler, zald that the boat was a danger-
ous one and it was commonly known
among seamen. He remarked to
Weokler that it was a shame to Jet
the Eastiand go out Iast Saturday
with the load ghe carried. The craft
turned over a half hour later.

7 Cap't John O'Mara of the tug
Eonoshn =ald he had seen the

not in condition Lo send water Into
the tanks was another theory pre-
sentad fo the coroner’s jury.
Weckler told the jury that “if the
was in shape and the en-
gines working right, the pumps
should have trimmed the hoat In from
8 to 6 minutes” Ericson admitted
that he was trimming the boat 17
minutes before she capsized
Wood, the marine arehitect, rapped
Reid, the local inspector, for increas-
ing the capacity of the boatl becanse
A few life rafts and Illfe preservers
bad been added to the craft's equip-
ment at the request of Huoll, just be-

deck space which she has,” declared
Wood. “The addition of lfe rafta
would lessen the capacity™ =




